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Editorial 

 

With great relief, 2024 was the year that The Moths of Lancashire was finally completed and published. I 

am pleased to say it has met with a very positive reaction. Massive thanks to all the Lancashire moth 

recorders whose records, photographs and other contributions were invaluable, and also to Gary Hedges 

and The Tanyptera Trust, without whom this would not have been possible. A detailed account of the 

development and realisation of the project can be read on p.9. 

Whilst the moth-ing year of 2024 was, on the whole, not a good one, with too many cold nights and 

inclement days, there were, as ever, some standout records. For instance, who would have thought that 

Bloxworth Snout would ever appear in Lancashire?  As an update to the book, there is an addendum 

published alongside this newsletter, covering the new species recorded in 2024, including this Bloxworth 

Snout, as well as photos of some of the species missing larval and adult images in the book.  

During the year, there have been some changes in the volunteers occupying County Moth Recorder roles. 

Richard Walker continues as the VC59 macro-moth recorder, whereas the micro-moth recorder duties for 

VC59 are now shared by Dave Bickerton and Ben Smart, with Dave concentrating on the data management 

aspects of the role and Ben leading on verification. Within VC60, Steve Benner has very bravely agreed to 

take on the CMR role for micro- and macro-moths. Contact details for all are printed on p.36.  

There have also been developments in recording methods, as MapMate has been ‘retired’ by its creator, 

requiring the CMRs to rely more heavily on other data collection methods. Details on p.36. 

I am very sad to report that one of our previous County Moth Recorders, Chris Darbyshire, passed away 

in 2024. Steve Palmer has written a very moving tribute to Chris as a friend and fellow entomologist (p.33).  

A massive thank you to all who have contributed articles and photos, organised events and submitted 

records. As always, if you have a topic you would like to share in the next newsletter then please do get in 

touch. If anyone is inspired by the artwork on p. 35 and wishes to add their own contribution, this would 

also be very much appreciated. At present, the newsletter is published online in spring, although if enough 

material is submitted there may also be an autumn edition.    

Ben Smart  

 

Contents 

3 Ruby Tiger: subspecies borealis and the Northern Lights 
4 Monitoring Forester Moth 
7 Clifden Nonpareil in Lancashire 
9 The Moths of Lancashire – an unexpected journey 
11 Pine Hawk-moth and Aphanistes klugii 
12 Moth Recording Summary 2024 
21 New County and Vice-county Records 2024 
22 The Devil’s Hole and Formby Point 
24 Some leaf-miners to look out for in 2025 and beyond 
26 Migrant Moths in Lancashire 2024 
29 Two mystery coleophorid cases 
30 Events: Belted Beauty search and Tanyptera Trust Recording Days 
31 Recording the moorland moths 
33 Obituary: Chris Darbyshire 
35 The Illustrated Moths 
36 Recorders and other Information 



3 
 

 Ruby Tiger: subspecies borealis and the Northern Lights  

Denis Lambert 

 

Attracted to actinic light on 10 May in VC60 at home in Longridge, I trapped a very early Ruby Tiger which 

looked very different to specimens we normally trap later in the year. 

Speedy research soon gave me the answer, it proved to be Phragmatobia fuliginosa borealis, a subspecies 

most commonly found in Scotland. A second specimen appeared on 15 May. The photos below show the 

dark hindwing typical of this ssp.  

It may be of interest to readers to look out for this ssp. just in case it is spreading with southward migration. 

The twist to this story is that it appeared on the night of the huge Aurora Borealis solar storm – visible 

across most of the northern hemisphere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                          ũũШƓőŸƣŸƚШĤǃШ?ЮШxċůĤĲƖƣ 
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 Monitoring Forester Moth (!ŘǎŎƛǘŀ ǎǘŀǝŎŜǎ)  

Charlotte Webster 

 
/ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΣ !ǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ wŀƴƎŜǊ ŀǘ !ƛƴǎŘŀƭŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ό!bbwύΣ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜ aƻǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ό[aDύ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ 

ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎǘǊŀƎƎƭŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ IŜǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎΣ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƎƎƭŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ΨǿŀƴŘŜǊŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΦ  

R. WalkerΦ 

 
The ANNR supports the main known sites of Forester Moth in Lancashire (±/рф ϧ ±/сл) demonstrating 

its apparent rarity. The Forester records suggest there is one main site on the ANNR, known as Pinfold 

Meadow, and two other ‘satellite’ sites in addition, one located at Freshfield Dune Heath (C5I) and the 

other within the reserve known locally as the Asparagus Field (¢ƘŜ aƻǘƘǎ ƻŦ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜΣ Palmer & Smart, 

2024 p. 330). It is the records outside these areas that present the interesting possibility of ‘wandering’ 

moths. 

 

Circled on the map are records of the moth in the ‘hotspot’ areas, made up of the main site at Pinfold 

Meadow (!) and the two satellite sites, the Asparagus Field (.) and FDH (/). 

 

Records from the three main sites. 

A. SD304112, 2011 – 2024. Individual moths recorded: 74 on 30 occasions. 

B. SD294098, 2011 – 2024. Individual moths recorded: 10 on 8 occasions. 

C. SD294091, 1997 – 2023. Individual moths recorded: 18 on 9 occasions. 

These are all acid grassland areas with a short-medium sward and a good amount of the moth’s food 

plant, Common Sorrel (wǳƳŜȄ ŀŎŜǘƻǎŀ) and Sheep Sorrel (wǳƳŜȄ ŀŎŜǘƻǎŜƭƭŀ).  

 

Records from sites 5 ǘƻ Y represent the ‘wanderers’: 

D. SD299105, in 2012. Moths recorded: 2 on 1 occasion. 

E. SD299103, in 2011. Moths recorded: 1 on 1 occasion. 

F. SD283103, in 1982. Moths recorded: 1 on 1 occasion. 

G. SD288103, in 2023. Moths recorded: 1 on 1 occasion. 

H. SD290100, in 2024. Moths recorded: 1 on 1 occasion. 

I. SD290100, in 2012. Moths recorded: 1 on 1 occasion. 

J. SD299090, in 2010. Moths recorded: 1 on 1 occasion. 

K. SD285084, in 1982. Moths recorded: 1 on 1 occasion. 

 

Although there has been little apparent work done on the movement of moths, an article by Z. Randle in 

the aƻǘƘǎ /ƻǳƴǘ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ (2014) makes a few suggestions. It is implied across various studies that 

feeding behaviour may impact their movement, comparing factors such as adult feeding requirements 

and larval food plant preferences. For example, it is thought that adult moths requiring nectar-feeding, 

like Forester, will need to travel further to visit flowers. Other potential explanations noted are habitat 

features, like fragmentation, which would also be a worthwhile consideration when looking at the records 

at ANNR given the proximity to a railway line and large pine plantation, both running north to south, and 

a main road running east to west. 

Experiments by researchers at Oxford University revealed that ΨǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ 

ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΩ with distances ranging from “оупƳΣ рлрƳΣ рруƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ 

мƪƳέ (Randle, 2014: pp. 10-11). From this, it would be possible to suggest that points D and E are moths 

that have ventured out from Pinfold Meadow. The distance from ! to the next open grassy area where 
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Sorrel is present to the south-west is approximately 360 metres of narrow woodland ride. Records I and 

L are of particular interest since the area of grassland where those sightings have been recorded, Slack 29, 

could support a population of the Forester, due to the presence of its larval food plant and a known nectar 

source, Ragwort (WŀŎƻōŀŜŀ ǾǳƭƎŀǊƛǎ). 

The records in !, . and / are near well-used public footpaths, which could have some bearing on why the 

Forester is so well recorded there. In contrast, the ‘wanderers’ are represented in quieter areas of the 

reserve as singles or in small numbers. It would be worthwhile to revisit these locations using the 

associated 6-figure grid reference provided, firstly to establish habitat suitability and subsequently, carry 

out surveys for feeding signs of the larvae or the adult moths. 

Help would be welcome to investigate the areas around points 5 to Y, to gain a better understanding of 

the state of the Forester moth population on these sites which will help to inform the management plan 

for the site and consequently the conservation of this species. 

If female moths were regularly recorded in a location where either sorrel species were present, it might 

be an indication of a potential breeding population. In which case, submitting a photograph of the 

antennae alongside a date with the record would prove particularly useful. Male Forester moths have 

feathered antennae unlike the females which are ridged and club-like (see photos on following page for 

comparison).  

The record should ideally be accompanied by an 8-figure grid reference for a more accurate location. Any 

records would be much appreciated and should be sent to charlotte.webster@naturalengland.org.uk. 

 

ШШ~ċƓШƚőŸƽŔŰŊШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШŸŉШ[ŸƖĲƚƣĲƖШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚШŸŰШ   ÅШċŰĬШċĬŢċĦĲŰƣШƚŔƣĲƚЮ 

mailto:charlotte.webster@naturalengland.org.uk
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Clifden Nonpareil in Lancashire 

Ben Smart 

 

The last few years have seen more and more Lancashire moth recorders lucky enough to wake on autumn 

mornings finding that they have struck blue gold with a visit from the Clifden Nonpareil (/ŀǘƻŎŀƭŀ ŦǊŀȄƛƴƛ). 

Until very recently this would have seemed unbelievable, as records within the county had appeared 

purely historical, with none since 1948. However, in 2022 the moth was recorded five times in the south 

of the county, with further spread northwards in subsequent years.    

This huge moth (80 to 90mm wingspan) was formerly considered a migrant, with occasional transitory 

residency in the south of England. Waring and Townsend (2003) noted that the most recorded nationally 

in a single year was about 20 in 1976. The fact that in 2023 it was recorded 16 times in Lancashire alone, 

demonstrates an incredible turnaround in the fortunes of this moth, nationally and locally. 

The first known Lancashire records, both from the Manchester area, were documented by R. S. Edleston 

in ¢ƘŜ ½ƻƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ (1846), as well as one from Carrington, VC58. ‘This rare moth was taken at sugar, on the 

12th of August 1846, at Agecroft Bridge, near Kersal Moor; the captor, a young man just commencing 

collecting, was without pins or boxes, consequently the specimen is spoiled. Two others were taken in this 

district some years back; I possess one taken near Carrington Moss, the other was captured on the wing 

at Newton Heath, and was in the late Mr. Eveleigh’s cabinet’. 

Further 19th century specimens were recorded from Prestwich Clough by G. Doyle, Whittle-le-Woods by 

W. F. Urwick, Manchester by E. Hopley and Chorley by J. B. Hodgkinson. There was then a gap of around 

80 years before the next record, at Curzon Road, St Annes by Arthur Murray in 1948, and a further 74 

years until the more recent sightings.  

 
Clifden Nonpareil 24 September 2024 Woolton, Liverpool                                                                                     S. McWilliam 
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The first modern record was on 8 September 2022 when a moth was recorded at St Helens by Roy Prescott 

(below, left). The other 2022 records were also from VC59, with sightings in Ainsdale, Bamber Bridge, 

Didsbury and Hale. 

 

The 2023 records suggested that the species was extending its range throughout the county, where in 

addition to the VC59 records from Ainsdale, Southport, Great Sankey, Longton, Woolton, Atherton and 

Rishton there were four records from VC60 with two from Silverdale and two from Heysham.  

 

The picture in neighbouring counties has been similar with appearances in reasonable numbers over the 

last few years, even in Cumbria with at least five records of the species since 2023. Nationally, it was noted 

that immigration had increased this century and the moth was described as ‘now resident from Dorset to 

Kent’ (Randle Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ 2019). 

 

This widened distribution suggests that for the first time, there is the intriguing possibility that the species 

could be breeding much further north, even in Lancashire, and it may just be worth searching for larvae 

on Aspen and other poplars, the national foodplants. The larvae are known to feed at night, resting by day 

on the bark of the tree (Henwood & Sterling 2020), and can be found from late April to July. 

 

Disappointingly, the totals from 2024 showed somewhat of a downturn in numbers, as has been the case 

for many other species, with only five records throughout the county. These remained well distributed, 

with records from Liverpool, St Helens, Orrell, Poulton-le-Fylde and Yealand Conyers. Whether the 

promise of the last few years is sustained, only time will tell. 

              Numbers of records 

Year / century VC59 VC60 Lancs  

19th century 8 0 8 

20th century 0 1 1 

2000-2021 0 0 0 

2022 5 0 5 

2023 12 4 16 

2024 (provisional totals) 3 2 5 
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 Clifden Nonpareil, St Helens 2022   R. Prescott                                   Clifden Nonpareil, Southport 2023   A. Pryce    
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The Moths of Lancashire – an unexpected journey 

Steve Palmer 

 

This journey started, strangely enough, in the middle of the Covid 
pandemic. During that uncertain and worrying time, many of us were 
spending considerable periods of time at home. It was during one such 
period that Steve Judd of World Museum, Liverpool and the Tanyptera 
Trust got in touch with a proposal. Steve had previously commented on 
the success of a Tanyptera Trust project, including input from Richard 
Walker and myself. This resulted in the production of on-line provisional 
distribution maps for Lancashire’s moths. It had also prompted 
occasional thoughts by Steve and myself as to what might come next. A 
book was mentioned as something that might be possible over the 
longer term but my view was that financially it was not feasible. That all 
changed with Steve’s enthusiastic proposal of technical support and 
potential funding from the Tanyptera Trust. 
 
There was no doubt that the Lancashire region, which includes large parts of Greater Manchester and 
Merseyside, was long overdue a moth book, the last being in 1940 by William Mansbridge. This, and its 
predecessor in 1890 (by John Ellis), covered much of north-west England, including Cheshire, Lancashire 
and parts of south Cumbria. The content was understandably limited, consisting of a small selection of 
records and notes for each species from each County area, where possible. To give a flavour of how much 
things had changed, species considered resident at the time of these two books included Bordered Gothic 
and Sword-grass (last seen in 1912 and c.1968 respectively). Many other species were simply noted as 
common throughout, such as V-Moth in gardens – now a rare and very localised species in the county. 
Sadly, very little mention was made of larval foodplants and few noted records had specific dates, even 
for the rarities. After more discussion, we developed grander ambitions for this new book, but could it be 
pulled together within the required three-year timescale dictated by the Trust’s situation at that time? 
 
In early 2021 there were around 1.8 million moth records in the county database and it was immediately 
obvious that a joint author would be essential. Ben Smart was the obvious candidate, having recently 
produced two books on finding micro-moths in north-west England – but would he be able and willing to 
join in? Ben and I had a surprisingly brief discussion in early February 2021, where it was quickly decided 
he was up for the challenge. He admitted a book of this type had already been on his mind for some time. 
 
Initial discussions centred on whether to produce a book or a website. All involved favoured the former, 
which we hoped would provide a long-term legacy and a detailed snapshot covering all aspects of 
Lancashire’s moths and the people recording them. Of course, the very generous proposal of full financial 
and logistical support by the Tanyptera Trust meant it was just too good an offer to turn down, despite the 
trepidation felt by Ben and I. Had we known exactly what the project would involve at that point I suspect 
we’d both have run a mile! 
 
Our over-enthusiastic aim was to produce a book containing detailed text, photos and maps covering all 
known species of moth noted in the Lancastrian vice-counties VC59 and VC60 (1569 species) and based 
on nearly 200 years of moth recording. We accepted that photos of all moths and their larvae in Lancashire 
would be an impossible task due to extinctions and historic rare migrants, but with the knowledge that 
we had a group of recorders keen to assist with photos, we’d try our best. 
There is no doubt, that our biggest assets were these many enthusiastic moth recorders living in or visiting 
the county. When word got out about the project, they rallied marvellously, particularly during the two-
year targeted fieldwork period (2021 and 2022), where many unrecorded or very under-recorded areas 
were visited. Throughout the project, timely newsletters, emails, Facebook postings and a few talks, raised 
the book’s profile and kept the interest going. The end result was that we far exceeded our early 
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expectations of geographical coverage and the quantity of photographs contributed. We also received 
considerable support from the VC59 and VC60 current and former County Moth Recorder team 
throughout the process, particularly when it came to rapid and very early 2022 data verification to allow 
us to start writing the text in early 2023. 
 
Although work on various elements of the book commenced during 2022, the bulk of the species text 
writing didn’t start until late December 2022, as did the planning and production of distribution maps and 
flight graphs. We had earlier recruited a small group of guest authors with experience in certain notable 
species to write extended species texts who carried out additional fieldwork and/or research on their 
species during 2021 and 2022. Meanwhile, Steve Garland very kindly agreed to write the important 
Habitats section for us. Those moths chosen for the ‘Guest Author’ treatment (17 in all) included some of 
our most notable and/or rare species such as 9ǳŎƭŜƳŜƴǎƛŀ ǿƻƻŘƛŜƭƭŀ (the Manchester Moth), Oak 
Lutestring, Sandhill Rustic, Least Minor and Portland Moth. The remaining species, split evenly between 
Ben and myself, received one-third (occasionally half-page) coverage.  
 
Where known, larval foodplants used in the county were documented for the first time, while the number 
of broods (and any changes to this over the years) were included. Habitat associations in Lancashire were 
listed and a condensed history of the moth in the county with first and most recent records noted. Where 
relevant, references were made to arrival periods in adjacent counties for species on the move to add a 
regional perspective. Alongside the text blocks, the Tanyptera Trust organised tetrad-scale distribution 
maps, with flight graphs, created by Dr El-Moustafa Eweda. In such a large county, and despite 
considerable recorder effort, these inevitably show where recording activity has taken place rather than 
a true distribution. They do, however, give a good indication of distribution in relation to habitats and 
elevation in many cases, while also highlighting areas where more recording effort would be useful in the 
future. This remains particularly the case with species that are poorly attracted to light sources. 
 
The photographs were, from the start, considered to be one of the more important elements of the book. 
It was felt essential that any used were restricted to specimens caught in the county and our aim was to 
get as many live shots as possible. In a few cases we had to resort to photos of set specimens, but 
surprisingly few in the end. To add to the research value, full details for each and every photo were listed 
in a separate Appendix in the book. Late in the day, during the latter part of 2023, it became apparent that 
a good number of ‘new’ species were turning up in the county. These eleven species were slotted into an 
Addendum designed in the same style as the rest of the book. 
 
Throughout this seemingly never-ending period, the overall management of the project was a very time-
consuming task. Ben and I were incredibly fortunate to have the skills and drive of Gary Hedges of the 
Tanyptera Trust with us all the way through the project. Somehow or other Gary kept everything ticking 
over, including managing draft content in safe but easily accessible backed up locations and dealing with 
everything two authors and the publishers threw at him in a thoughtful, efficient and very timely fashion. 
Without Gary’s organisational and technical skills and his unflappable influence throughout, this book 
would never have seen the light of day. 
 
And now, well over six months since publication, the Moths of Lancashire sits on my bookshelf with rarely 
a week passing without picking it up. Its full colour, hardback style of 672 pages is invaluable when 
checking species status, flight periods, larval foodplants etc. Meanwhile, Ben and I are constantly on the 
look-out for photos to fill the surprisingly few gaps – both adults and larvae. And with 2024 having 
produced another bumper year for new species, Ben’s idea (more elsewhere in this Newsletter) to 
produce a PDF covering these and other significant updates will keep this book alive and relevant for 
present and future moth recorders. 
 
If you haven’t yet got a copy, visit www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop/ to place an order. 
 
If you want to know more about the Tanyptera Trust ( https://www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/ ) 
click on this link. By purchasing the book, you will also be ensuring that the Trust can continue to 
support Invertebrate studies and recording in North-west England. 

http://www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop/
https://www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/
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Pine Hawk-moth and !ǇƘŀƴƛǎǘŜǎ ƪƭǳƎƛƛ 

Ben Hargreaves 

 
I found the parasitoid wasp Aphanistes klugii in July 2024 at a site known as Brookside /  Bury Meadows, 
just south of Stanhill, Oswaldtwistle (SD724271), as part of a contracted survey on behalf of Hyndburn 
B.C. This wasp was new to the UK, although a subsequent individual (below) was photographed near 
Bristol in September. 
 

This may be of interest to moth recorders as in the UK at least, the wasp appears to be a specific parasite 
of Pine Hawk-moth Sphinx pinastri, which has only twice been recorded inland in Lancashire (1984 in 
Chorley and 2024 in Manchester - below). The presence of the wasp at this site suggests that Pine Hawk-
moth may also be present. 
 

The site was planted with many trees and shrubs of mixed species 20-odd years ago and although Scots 
Pine Pinus sylvestris was part of the mix, it is only present at low levels over most of the site, with a couple 
of small areas where it is the predominant species. Otherwise, it is a reasonable habitat mosaic of 
grassland and post-industrial land (including old lodges - some still filled with water and some older ones 
drained and supporting species-rich swamp communities). Although the wasp could be a vagrant, there 
is a fairly large coniferous area to the south near Jackhouse Reservoir (SD742256) which may have been 
a "stepping stone" from the larger coniferous areas which are especially extensive between Blackburn 
and Bolton.          

I thought this might be useful information to anybody interested in moth trapping on the site next year. 
There could well be some interesting results as the ichneumonid fauna is diverse and includes many 
species parasitic on Lepidoptera (including one species, Lissonota deversor, for which there is only one 
other modern UK record). 
 

A full write-up of the discovery should appear in the next BENHS Newsletter. For anyone interested in the 
findings but doesn’t subscribe to the journal, a copy of the paper can be forwarded on request.  
 
If I can also take this opportunity to register interest in any parasitoid rearings from Lepidoptera. Such 
rearing data is tremendously useful in elucidating host associations (obligate or otherwise). Ultimately 
any insects received will be deposited at Manchester Museum and Liverpool World Museum, where I 
work closely with Tony Hunter (Curator of Entomology and Hymenopterist).  
 
Ben Hargreaves, 
Invertebrate Projects Officer /  Green Northern Connections project, 
Lancashire Wildlife Trust 
Email: bhargreaves@lancswt.org.uk  

 !ǇƘŀƴƛǎǘŜǎ ƪƭǳƎƛƛ, B. Hargreaves Pine Hawk-moth, Manchester 17.06.24   P. Pemberton 

mailto:bhargreaves@lancswt.org.uk
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Moth recording summary 2024 

Ben Smart 

 

This report gives a month-by-month account of Lancashire moth recording in 2024, both VC59 (South 

Lancashire) and VC60 (West Lancashire). Of the many thousands of records entered onto the database 

during 2024, only a sample can be noted here. The CMRs are extremely grateful for all of your records, 

whether you submitted a one-off sighting or hundreds of records, all are of great importance. Thank you 

as well to all the photographers whose work is featured here and throughout the Newsletter. 

January 

The month started with two micro-moths found indoors on the 1st by K. McCabe at Flixton, Mompha 
subbistrigella and Brown House Moth. Pale Brindled Beauty was recorded at a window at St Helens 
Hospital by B. Smart on 3rd and at Cuerden Valley Park by D. Beattie on the 12th.  

R. Banks reported that, ‘after lots of blank nights’ he finally caught his third moth of the year on 27th at St 
Helens, Merseyside, a Common Quaker, noting that the year has ‘been very poor so far’. More positive 
news on the 29th at Flixton, where K. McCabe trapped his first ‘new for the garden’ moth of 2024, 
Agonopterix umbellana.  

February 

On the 10th, R. Foster recorded Mottled Grey at Tarnbrook, whilst J. Bowen recorded Oak Beauty in 
Horwich. Another Oak Beauty, on 13th, was reported from Little Eccleston, Fylde by M. Wilby. 

 

 Mottled Grey, R. Foster                                                                          Oak Beauty, M. Wilby 

An extremely early Bright-line Brown-eye was recorded at Garstang on 14th February by D. Woods. The 
following day, R. Banks had a nicely marked Acleris ferrugana at home in St Helens, Merseyside on the 
15th, with Calybites phasianipennella, a garden first for B. Smart, trapped the same night in Chorlton. 

P. Marsh & J. Roberts recorded Dark Sword-grass, Small Brindled Beauty and Red Chestnut at Ashley’s 
Farm, High Tatham on the 17th. The following night, J. Bowen recorded Satellite and Hebrew Character at 
Horwich. 

March 

Some larvae from Ainsdale on 5th. The target species, Forester, went unrecorded, but we were pleased to 
find larvae of Uncertain, Square-spot Rustic and Yellow Shell in the leaf litter, plus a Small Copper larva 
on Sheep’s Sorrel (G. Hedges, S. Palmer, B. Smart, R. Walker).  

At least 10 Orange Underwing were noted on the wing in early afternoon on the 6th at Bold Moss, St 
Helens, Merseyside (R. Banks). Tawny Pinion was a welcome surprise for K. Eaves on the morning of the 
12th at Heysham. 
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 5ȅǎŜǊƛƻŎǊŀƴƛŀ ǎǳōǇǳǊǇǳǊŜƭƭŀ, B. Smart                                               9ǊƛƻŎǊŀƴƛŀ ǎǇŀǊǊƳŀƴƴŜƭƭŀ, B. Smart 

The 12th also saw records of Yellow-horned, at Formby (R. Walker), Ainsdale (R. Moyes) and Great Sankey 
(J. Mitchell-Lisle). Meanwhile, Lead-coloured Drab was the highlight of 150 moths in two actinics run by 
H. Risser and J. Roberts at Herring Head Wood on 17th, accompanied by 13 Small Quaker, Shoulder Stripe, 
Engrailed, and the sometimes tricky to separate pair of Mottled Grey and Early Tooth-striped.   

April 

The 1st saw the year’s highest Belted Beauty tally at Potts Corner with four male and four female recorded 
by J. Gorse. Water Carpet and Early Tooth-striped were recorded at Burnley by G. Turner on the 5th.  

A first for Lancashire on the 9th as Caloptilia falconipennella was trapped at Flixton by K. McCabe. Slowly 
increasing in range, Brindled Beauty was recorded in Hale by J. Mitchell-Lisle on the 10th and 21st, and at 
Victoria Park, Manchester by P. Pemberton on the 12thand the 14th. 

A couple of Eriocraniidae, Dyseriocrania subpurpurella on oak and Eriocrania sparrmannella on birch, 
were photographed at Clock Face Country Park, St Helens on the 11th by B. Smart. The following day saw 
a very early White-pinion Spotted noted at Herring Head Wood by P. Marsh, and a Square Spot at Warton 
Crag recorded by J. Patton. 

Mullein was recorded at Hesketh Bank by R. Yates on the 21st, with K. Hughes at Catterall trapping a lovely 
Streamer at Catterall the following night, her first garden record of this species for five years. 

Whilst many noted this spring was dire for moths, with reports of empty traps, K. Eaves recorded a smart 
Chamomile Shark on the 29th, which ‘brought a little hope to Heysham’. R. Foster reported that he finally 
had a decent night at Tarnbrook on 30th, with pride of place being a beautiful female Emperor Moth.  

Also on the 30th, A. Pryce recorded Least Black Arches and Flame Carpet at Southport, although 
commented that numbers remained low, whilst on the same night the first Purple Thorn for three years 
at Horwich was recorded by J. Bowen, noting it to be just one of only 3 moths in the trap.  

 

 

 Chamomile Shark, K. Eaves                                                                                  Emperor Moth, R. Foster 
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 LƴŎǳǊǾŀǊƛŀ ƳŀǎŎǳƭŜƭƭŀ, K. Hughes                                                         Orange Footman, A. Hayward 

May  

D. Bickerton commented that ‘trapping this year has been pants to put it mildly. Even today (on 2nd May), 
there were very few moths in the trap - 10 of seven species but amongst those was a first for my (Rishton) 
garden in the form of two Chocolate-tips!’ Grey Birch was also present. On the same night, K. Eaves had 
a Waved Umber to light at Heysham, whilst Incurvaria masculella was recorded at Catterall by K. Hughes, 
a first for the garden. 

On the 7th, A. Hayward found an Orange Footman in her Heysham trap, whilst at Worsthorne, a Puss Moth 
was recorded by G. Gavaghan. On the following night, H. Risser & J. Roberts recorded Eulia ministrana at 
Herring Head Wood, the first for Lancs since 2018. Also on the 8th, D. Bickerton noted some improvement, 
with 20 species at Rishton, including Least Black Arches and White-pinion Spotted. 

Two Elachista freyerella were recorded on the 11th at Dobcroft N.R. by S. & C. Palmer, the first for Lancs 
since 2017. K. Hughes reported a failed weather forecast where, instead of partial sun, it was totally 
overcast with showers on Gait Barrows on the afternoon of the 13th. Not the best weather for day-flying 
lepidoptera, but she still managed to see plenty of Speckled Yellow (as well as three Duke of Burgundy). 

Epinotia tedella emerged on the 14th from spruce cones collected on 26.04.24 at Turton and Entwistle 
Reservoir by B. Smart. The same recorder noted a freshly emerged Spuleria flavicaput on the morning of 
16th in Chorlton, flying around Hawthorn in the sunshine before eventually settling. 

Some recorders reported improvements to their poor spring catches around mid-May. M. Wilby noted on 
the 15th that ‘after a dreary start to the season it got off to a bang this morning at Little Eccleston with a 
lovely Maidens Blush and quite a good supporting cast of Peppered Moth, Common Swift, Flame Carpet 
and a couple of May Highflyer’. On the 16th, K. McCabe trapped the first ever Cryptoblabes bistriga in his 
well-recorded Flixton garden. Two Fox Moths were tempted to light on the 17th, a male (below, left) at 
Upper Hindburn (P. Marsh) and a female at Worsthorne (G. Gavaghan). 

 

 

 Fox Moth, P. Marsh                                                                                  Little Emerald, M. Dyson 
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 Marbled Coronet, M. Elsworth                                                            Cream Wave, C. Bell 

 

Little Emerald was noted by M. Dyson at Gait Barrows on the 19th. A surprise on the 20th was a Cream 
Wave at Crawshawbooth in the east Lancs Pennines, a real extension in the known range of this moth, 
recorded by C. Bell. 

J. Patton noted a Batrachedra praeangusta larva descending from sallow, one of the known foodplants, 
at Heysham Moss on 25th. M. Elsworth recorded a lovely Marbled Coronet in his Warton trap for the first 
time on the night of the 26th, along with an infrequently recorded Small Elephant Hawk-moth (see cover). 

Adela croesella was recorded at Challan Hall Allotment by B. Garland on 25th, just the 3rd for Lancs. Like 

buses, the next one arrived shortly after, noted by G. Clarkson on the 31st at Martin Mere, and a first for 

VC59. Verification was tricky as the size wasn’t known. The photo was discussed with eminent micro-

lepidopterist Phil Sterling, who agreed this was !ŘŜƭŀ ŎǊƻŜǎŜƭƭŀ on the basis of the near central placement 

of the yellow cross bar, as well as a generally squatter appearance relative to the (larger) potential 

confusion species, bŜƳƻǇƘƻǊŀ ŘŜƎŜŜǊŜƭƭŀ. 

 

June 

A Mother Shipton was observed flying at Swinden Reservoir, Burnley by A. Holmes on the 1st. Green 
Arches, Dark Brocade, Red Twin-spot Carpet and good numbers of Fox Moth were recorded on the 3rd at 
Green Bank, Upper Hindburndale by P. Marsh & J. Roberts. Green Arches was also noted at Edenfield on 
the same night by I. Smith. 

The second county record of Anania lancealis was recorded on the 3rd by R. Banks at Parr, St Helens. This 
must be a good spot for the species as Ray had the only previous Lancs record at the same site in 2022, 
and went on to record another on 28 June 2024. 

Also on the 3rd, a very early Blomer’s Rivulet was found at Yealand Conyers by B. Hancock. A fresh-looking 
Pammene regiana was recorded at Taylor Park, St Helens by D. Owen on the 4th, whilst Small Elephant 
Hawk-moth visited P. Hillyer’s trap in Widnes on the 6th.  

 

 

 !ŘŜƭŀ ŎǊƻŜǎŜƭƭŀ, G. Clarkson       !ƴŀƴƛŀ ƭŀƴŎŜŀƭƛǎ, R. Banks                                        Blomer's Rivulet, B. Hancock 
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 Eyed Hawk-moth, D. Lambert                                                               Garden Tiger, D. Lambert 

M. Memory saw two Raspberry Moth Lampronia corticella at 6.30am, June 6th at Jackhouse, 
Oswaldtwistle. It was a still morning, and in the warm sun both moths were flying round raspberry plants. 
It took five minutes to get a picture.  

D. Lambert hoped the season was finally starting on 14th in Longridge with Eyed Hawk-moth and Garden 
Tiger. 

Obscure Wainscot and 2 Currant Clearwing were recorded in Widnes (P. Hillyer) on the 15th, with Pine 
Hawk-moth at Victoria Park, Manchester on the 17th (P. Pemberton), the first inland record of this species 
in Lancashire since 1984. 

The 17th saw the third Lancs record of Metalampra italica, recorded in Wigan by G. Wynn, as well as 
Olindia schumacherana, which was trapped by P. Stevens in his Warton garden. Another very good micro-
moth record was of 11 Pleurota bicostella at Birk Bank on the 20th (S. & C. Palmer). 

The 25th was also a good night in Irwell Vale for I. Smith, who recorded 35 species, the highlight of which 
was a Beautiful Snout. On the same night, P. Marsh recorded Satyr Pug, Lilac Beauty, Bordered White, 
Marbled White-spot and Red-necked Footman at Docker Moor, whilst D. Lambert welcomed a Leopard 
Moth at Longridge. 

Also on the 25th, a Frosted Orange larva was noted in the stem of Marsh Thistle by N. Garnham in the 
Forest of Bowland, whilst in Longton, R. Boydell recorded Dog’s Tooth and Nutmeg in his trap. 

On the 26th a trapping session at Three Sisters nature reserve at Ellesmere Park, Eccles, run with the Salford 
Rangers, resulted in the capture of a Beautiful China-mark, a scarce moth in VC59, recorded by A. 
Osborne. The same date saw ten Bilberry Pug recorded at Birk Bank by B. Hancock. 

Clay Triple-lines was recorded at Worsthorne by G. Gavaghan on the 27th, a first in his east Lancashire 
garden for this moth, which appears to be expanding its range throughout the county. 

 

 

 Leopard Moth, D. Lambert                                                                    aŜǘŀƭŀƳǇǊŀ ƛǘŀƭƛŎŀ, G. Wynn 
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 A trio of beauties!  Beautiful Snout, I. Smith          Lilac Beauty, P. Marsh                          Beautiful China-mark, A. Osborne 
 

July  

Caloptilia honoratella was noted in Chorlton on 8th, new for Lancs (B. Smart). On the same date, D. 
Lambert flushed 25 + Lesser Cream Wave in the low vegetation at Gait Barrows. Also on the 8th, G. Turner 
recorded Anania crocealis, a first for the Burnley area. The moth had a good year with two further records 
in Burnley, plus firsts in Brockhall Village (J. Jones, on 17.6) and Chorlton (B. Smart, on 26.6).  

The first VC60 Sycamore was recorded in Catterall by K. Hughes on the 11th. August Thorn had a very good 
2024 in south Manchester, including 17 records from Victoria Park from the 17th onwards (P. Pemberton). 

An Agonopterix purpurea larva on Upright Hedge-parsley at Warton Crag on the 18th by S. Palmer Ŝǘ ŀƭ., 
was the first Lancs record of the species since the 1800’s! Cloaked Carpet was recorded by J. Mason in 
Lancaster on the 18th, a second for Lancs and the first for VC60. On the 19th, Pseudoswammerdamia 
combinella was noted by J. Patton at Silverdale, the only record of this species for the year. 

 

 

 Lesser Cream Wave, D. Lambert                    !ƴŀƴƛŀ ŎǊƻŎŜŀƭƛǎ, G. Turner                            Cloaked Carpet, J. Mason      

Dusking on 25th gave the highest 2024 Netted Carpet count of 17 moths near Carnforth (S. Sharp & B. 
Hancock). Large Twin-spot Carpet was recorded the same night at Victoria Park, Manchester by P. 
Pemberton, as was Scarce Silver Y, an upland specialist, in Burnley by G. Turner. 

On the 30th, a very dark Endotricha flammealis, just the 4th Lancs record of this species, graced P. Stevens’ 
trap at Warton, whilst Caloptilia semifascia, an increasingly frequent visitor to traps in the south of the 
county, was recorded from St Helens by D. Owen, and from Woolton by S. McWilliam (his 3rd this year!). 

Minor Shoulder-knot (see below right) was recorded at Docker Moor by P. Marsh & J. Roberts on 31st, 
along with Olive, Barred Hook-tip, Bordered Beauty, Suspected and Scarce Triple-lines.  
 

 

 
 /ŀƭƻǇǝƭƛŀ ǎŜƳƛŦŀǎŎƛŀ, D. Owen                      9ƴŘƻǘǊƛŎƘŀ ƅŀƳƳŜŀƭƛǎ, P. Stevens                 Minor Shoulder-knot, P. Marsh 
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August 

Two Grass Eggar were trapped in Formby by R. Walker on the 1st. The following day saw Caryocolum 
blandella recorded at Longton by J. Girdley, the first in the county since the late 1800s. A single 
Nemapogon clematella was recorded by the Lancaster Canal, nr. Carnforth by S. & C. Palmer on the 3rd, 
with another interesting micro-moth, a male Cnephasia longana, noted by J. Girdley at Longton on the 
5th. Also on the 5th, 3 larvae of Beautiful Snout were recorded on Bilberry at Rivington by B. Smart. 

R. Banks was dog-sitting at his sister's house in Haydock for two weeks, ‘so I decided to take my moth trap 
with me and on the 7th, I caught a new macro moth for St Helens in the form of a Kent Black Arches. In 
the recently published Lancashire Moth Atlas, there are only two previous records for Lancs, so imagine 
my surprise when I got not one but three together, more than doubling the amount of previous records’. 

 

 
A trio of Kent Black Arches, R. Banks 

Also on 7th, Devon Carpet (below) was recorded in Chorlton by B. Smart, only the second for the 
Manchester/Salford area. Another appeared on the same night at Orrell for P. Alker, with one more on the 
10th in Bolton, recorded by J. Ormerod. The moth had a good year in 2024 as only six previous records. 

A lovely Caloptilia stigmatella was recorded on the 9th by M. Dyson at Wigan. 

On the 11th, S. Palmer found a worn Blastobasis rebeli in his garden trap at Preston, a first for the garden 
and only the 2nd for VC60. C. Cockbain reported two species new for her Hale garden this month, Twin-
spotted Wainscot on the 5th, and Black Arches on the 12th. On the same night, K. Eaves recorded two new 
micros for his garden in Heysham, Euzophera pinguis and Cydia fagiglandana. 

R. Banks noted Caloptilia falconipennella on the 9th and Bucculatrix maritima on 14th, both at Haydock. 
The latter is normally a coastal species and this is the furthest inland record in the county to date. 

An amazing total of sixteen Black Arches recorded at Ainsdale NNR on 13th (R. Moyes & C. Daly). Two 
Small Phoenix larvae were found on Great Willowherb at Chorlton Water Park, Manchester by B. Smart.  

Quite scarce in recent years, K. Eaves trapped Agriphila latistria at Heysham on the 15th. D. Lambert had 
his first Black Arches at Longridge on the 18th.  

Two Portland Moths were trapped by R. Walker at Formby on the 27th, the only Lancashire records of this 
species during 2024. 
 

 

 
 Devon Carpet, B. Smart                                   /ŀƭƻǇǝƭƛŀ ǎǝƎƳŀǘŜƭƭŀ, M. Dyson                    !ƎǊƛǇƘƛƭŀ ƭŀǝǎǘǊƛŀ, K. Eaves 
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 !ŎƭŜǊƛǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƴŀ, B. Smart           Black Arches, D. Lambert                        Clifden Nonpareil and Figure of Eight, B. Hancock 

September 

The month began with a second VC60 record for Sycamore, a larva recorded in Preston by A. Yates on the 
1st. The following day, a fresh Acleris literana was noted by B. Smart on a Sycamore leaf in Chorlton. 
Brindled Plume Amblyptilia punctidactyla was recorded on the 7th at Silverdale by P. Brindle, the only 
2024 record of this plume species. New for Lancs was a single Stigmella ulmivora leaf-mine on elm with 
its green larva, found on the 9th, also in Chorlton (B. Smart). 

Caloptilia elongella emerged on 12th from Italian Alder (!ƭƴǳǎ ŎƻǊŘŀǘŀ) a new foodplant for this species 
in the county (S. Palmer). Three Caloptilia semifascia emerged from 19th onwards, from Field Maple leaf-
cones found in Chorlton three weeks earlier by B. Smart, the first 
confirmed early-stage record of this species in the county.  

A second-generation Buff Ermine was trapped at Green Bank by P. 
Marsh on 19th, with a garden-first Small Mottled Willow at Rishton 
(D. Bickerton) on the same night. B. Hancock recorded a couple of 
goodies at Yealand Conyers over the next few nights, with 
Ypsolopha nemorella, quite a scarce moth in Lancs, on the 20th, and 
an Autumn Green Carpet, a first for his garden, on the 23rd. 

Acleris logiana was recorded at Fallowfield, Manchester by R. 
Borrow on 24th.  

A walk up Clougha Pike on the 28th by R. Foster was enlivened by the detection of at least 13 Fox Moth 
larvae on heather. 

 

October 

Marbled White Spot was recorded at Chorlton on 5th (B. Smart), and at Leighton Moss on 6th (B. Hancock) 
part of the occasional small second generation, previously noted by K. McCabe in Flixton with records 
from 13 October 2017 and 24 September 2021. Also on 5th, B. Hancock recorded his first Yealand Conyers 
Clifden Nonpareil, as well as a Figure of Eight, the latter appearing tiny in comparison. 

 

 Merveille du Jour, D. Owen                     Drinker, M. Dyson                                                             5ǳǇƻƴŎƘŜƭƛŀ ŦƻǾŜŀƭƛǎ, K. Heggs 

Fox Moth larva, R. Foster 
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Zelleria oleastrella was noted at Heysham by A. Hayward on the 7th, just the second county record. 

The night of 10th was enlivened by a 2nd Aurora Borealis display of 2024 with lights visible throughout the 
county. Whilst the moths were generally less exciting, C. Darbyshire had a Pale November Moth at Billinge 
the same night. 

On the 17th, P. Stevens had a Juniper Carpet in his Warton trap, his first since 2021. A nice larval find was 
a Drinker at Martin Mere on the 19th, recorded by M. Dyson. 

Duponchelia fovealis, a 16th for the county, was recorded at Ormskirk on the 22nd by K. Heggs. L-album 
Wainscot was a very exciting record from Lightfoot Green on the 24th, a first for Lancs (S. & C. Palmer). 

A new moth species for St Helens was recorded on the 25th by D. Owen, a Merveille du Jour. Even more 
exciting was a new moth for VC59 on the 31st, Acleris schalleriana, recorded at Flixton by K. McCabe. The 
moth has previously been recorded in north Lancs around Gait Barrows. However southern populations 
are expanding northwards with a few Cheshire records in recent years and this is likely part of that range 
expansion. 

 

 

 !ŎƭŜǊƛǎ ǎŎƘŀƭƭŜǊƛŀƴŀ, KΦ McCabe                      !ŎƭŜǊƛǎ ƘȅŜƳŀƴŀ, D. Talbot                               Sprawler, S. Benner 

 

November  

A good start to the month for D. Lambert who recorded his first Streak, at Longridge on the 1st, the only 
one recorded in the whole of Lancs in 2024. On the same night, P. Guy noted a very late Swallow-tailed 
Moth, two Blair's Shoulder-knot, and a Juniper Carpet at Poulton-le-Fylde. The following night, Diurnea 
lipsiella was trapped at Warton Crag by J. Patton, the only 2024 Lancs record for this micro-moth. 

Acleris hyemana, a moth of moorland and heathland, turned up in a few VC60 traps this month, with 
records from Warton on 3rd (P. Stevens) and Silverdale on 4th (D. Talbot). Exapate congelatella, an unusual-
looking tortricid moth, was noted at Hoghton on the 5th by G. Dixon. The species was also recorded at Hale 
on 24th October by C. Cockbain and at Longton on 1st November by J. Girdley. 

Acleris hastiana was trapped at G. Turner’s Burnley trap on the 6th, a first for the site, with a second the 
following night.  The Leighton Moss trap turned up some late goodies, with Large Wainscot on 7th and 
Sprawler on the 14th (S. Benner). 

December 

A very early Pale Brindled Beauty was recorded by K. 
McCabe in his Flixton garden on the 1st. The last Acleris 
hastiana of the year appeared at Southport on the 5th (B. 
Smith). The second Lancs Duponchealia fovealis of 2024 
was found in D. Lambert’s house at Longridge on the 21st.  

Christmas Day brought J. Bowen a Red-green Carpet in 
Horwich, alongside Mottled Umber and Pale Brindled 
Beauty. The year was completed with a smattering of 
Epiphyas postvittana and Winter Moth records, including 
one of the latter at Great Sankey by A. Riley on the 28th.      9ȄŀǇŀǘŜ ŎƻƴƎŜƭŀǘŜƭƭŀ, G. Dixon  
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New County and Vice-county records 2024 

 

 

                  

                 Sycamore larva, Preston 01.09.24                                                                                                                                      A. Yates 

New Lancashire records 
4.012 Stigmella aceris Stretford, Manchester 24.09.24, many tenanted leaf-

mines on Norway Maple !ŎŜǊ ǇƭŀǘŀƴƻƛŘŜǎ, adult bred, 
em. 15.10.24 – B. Smart. 

4.018 Stigmella ulmivora Chorlton, Manchester 09.09.24, tenanted leaf-mine on 
elm ¦ƭƳǳǎ sp. – B. Smart. 

15.011 Caloptilia falconipennella Flixton, Manchester 09.04.24, male, gen. det. S. 
Palmer – K. McCabe. 

15.0131 Caloptilia honoratella Chorlton, Manchester 08.07.24, female, gen. det. S. 
Palmer – B. Smart. 

19.006 Glyphipterix forsterella Birkdale Dunes 23.05.23, DNA barcoded – G. Broad. 

49.361 Pammene ignorata Grizedale Wood 21.05.24, male, gen. det. S. Palmer – 
S. Palmer. 

72.006 Bloxworth Snout IȅǇŜƴŀ ƻōǎƛǘŀƭƛǎ Widnes 07.09.24 – R. Kinsella. 

73.300 L-album Wainscot aȅǘƘƛƳƴŀ ƭπŀƭōǳƳ Lightfoot Green 24.10.24 – C & S. Palmer. 

73.330 Radford’s Flame Shoulder hŎƘǊƻǇƭŜǳǊŀ 
ƭŜǳŎƻƎŀǎǘŜǊ 

Sunderland Point 05.10.24 – P. Marsh. 

 
New VC59 records 

4.012 Stigmella aceris For details, see above. 

4.018 Stigmella ulmivora For details, see above. 

15.011 Caloptilia falconipennella For details, see above. 

15.0131 Caloptilia honoratella For details, see above. 

19.006 Glyphipterix forsterella For details, see above. 

49.073 Acleris schalleriana Flixton, Manchester 31.10.24, female, gen. det. S. 
Palmer – K. McCabe. 

72.006 Bloxworth Snout IȅǇŜƴŀ ƻōǎƛǘŀƭƛǎ For details, see above. 

73.330 Radford’s Flame Shoulder hŎƘǊƻǇƭŜǳǊŀ 
ƭŜǳŎƻƎŀǎǘŜǊ 

Worsthorne 22.10.24 – G. Gavaghan. 

 
New VC60 records 
49.361 Pammene ignorata Grizedale Wood 21.05.24, male, gen. det S. Palmer – S. 

Palmer. 

70.064 Cloaked Carpet 9ǳǇƘȅƛŀ ōƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǘŀ Lancaster 18.07.24 – J. Mason. 

73.039 Sycamore !ŎǊƻƴƛŎǘŀ ŀŎŜǊƛǎ Catterall 11.07.24 – K. Hughes. 

73.300 L-album Wainscot aȅǘƘƛƳƴŀ ƭπŀƭōǳƳ Lightfoot Green 24.10.24 – C & S. Palmer. 

73.330 Radford’s Flame Shoulder hŎƘǊƻǇƭŜǳǊŀ 
ƭŜǳŎƻƎŀǎǘŜǊ 

Sunderland Point 05.10.24 – P. Marsh. 
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The Devil’s Hole and Formby Point, Formby National Trust 

Richard Walker 

 

Part one: The Devil’s Hole           

The Devil’s Hole (SD 278054) is a blow-out, found on what is now National Trust land at Formby. It began 

to form in 1940/41 after what was thought to be a German land mine explosion. Wind erosion over eight 

decades has deepened the hole to around twelve metres leaving steep and high sandy sides.   

Plants began to colonise the main slack in 2003 and standing water was observed following the winter’s 

rain.  Analysis of the vegetation reflects the early stages of slack development and regular monitoring of 

this has been undertaken by Dr Phil Smith, some of whose comments I’ve paraphrased here. The area 

continues to show yearly increases of new vascular and non-vascular plants. 

Where a variety of plants colonise, insects will follow, to enjoy the nectar or for their larvae to feed on. 

Monitoring moths in the ‘Hole’ is difficult; its position in the middle of a wide dune demands a lengthy 

walk and a slog up and over the steep sand hills. For much of the year sizeable pools of water cover the 

area. In the summer it becomes a magnet for adults, children and their dogs who have little understanding 

of the scientific significance of the area. 

In 2017 five afternoon visits using a sweep net in the ‘Hole’ produced the first list of 21 different species. 

Of these, the majority were micros. The only macros were Cinnabar (¢ȅǊƛŀ ƧŀŎƻōŀŜŀŜ), Narrow-bordered 

Five-Spot Burnet (½ȅƎŀŜƴŀ ƭƻƴƛŎŜǊŀŜ) and Silver Y (!ǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŀ ƎŀƳƳŀ). It is reasonable to assume that 

as all three are abundant across the dunes on either side of the ‘Hole’ that they were likely to be ‘visitors’. 

In 2018 two visits produced 4 new micro specimens alongside many seen the previous year. Yellow Shell 

(/ŀƳǇǘƻƎǊŀƳƳŀ ōƛƭƛƴŜŀǘŀ) became the fourth macro and, again could have flown over and ‘dropped in’. 

In 2019 and 2020 I visited the area eight times with 21 new species found. Many of the usually common 

micros from the Tortricidae and Pyralidae families appeared well established by now. 

On a night time visit in 2023 with Gary Hedges (LWM staff member) we managed to get a Honda generator 

over the sand ridge and set up an MV light to sheet situation (see photo). This produced a very respectable 

list of 15 different moths with 11 new species, all of which were macros. Poplar Hawk-moth ([ŀƻǘƘƻŜ 

ǇƻǇǳƭƛ) and Puss Moth (/ŜǊǳǊŀ Ǿƛƴǳƭŀ) were included but in both cases their larvae had been seen on the 

poplars growing outside of the dune ridges. By the end of 2024, 57 different species had been recorded. 

More time spent observing leaf-mines, larval searches, sweeping and MV light and sheet will probably 

build up an interesting picture of moth colonisation within the Devil’s Hole over the coming years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Winter flooding of the Devil's Hole (P. Smith)                               The Devil's Hole: aerial view (photo from                 
                                                                                                                 Formby Civic Society Archives)                                  
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                                                                                                                                                  Light trapping at the Devil's Hole (R. Walker) 

Part two: North of Victoria Road car park 

The unstoppable forces of nature, in this case the powerful winds coming over the Irish sea, produced the 

Devil’s Hole, but a mile or so northwards (SD274083) and within the dune system the opposite effect has 

taken place.   A very usable but sandy car track led from the public car park to the North Caravan Park. 

(See 2021 photo). This area was a favourite place to set up light to sheet with a reasonable chance of 

seeing the rare Portland moth (!ŎǘŜōƛŀ ǇǊŀŜŎƻȄ). Repeated and heavy gale force winds have shifted 

hundreds of tons of sand inland from both the shore and frontal dunes through low and unprotected gap 

in the frontal dunes. The second photo below shows this in 2025 with little recognisable dune shapes or 

trees left from the 2021 photo. 

Formby National Trust are now re locating the car park further inland and will, over the coming year 

remove thousands of tons of brick, iron, concrete and general waste from Formby Point, much of which 

was dumped there after the Second World War.  Formby Point is being eroded by wind and sea by many 

metres each year with much of the sand being blown inland. The present dune area where heavy foot 

traffic has eroded wide paths through the sand dunes from the car park to the beach has left “wind 

tunnels” and hence potential ‘blow-outs’. Altering and restricting the beach access here will enable the 

frontal dunes at Formby Point to heal themselves and allow small colonies of insects and amphibians, 

previously separated, to move freely as vegetation takes its hold. This is to nature’s and our advantage.  

There is much in common here with the plant and animal colonisation that is happening in the Devil’s 

Hole, though in time it’s a difference of some 20 years. This will provide an interesting monitoring 

challenge for some one!  

 

              Formby Point 2021                                                                              Formby Point 2025                                             Photos by R. Walker        
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Some leaf-miners to look out for in 2025 and beyond  

Ben Smart 
 

The last ten years (2015-2024) have seen six species of Nepticulidae added to the Lancashire list, and 16 

during the 21st century. This is a family composed of tiny, mainly leaf-mining moths, with a few utilising 

stems and seeds. They are primarily recorded at the leaf-mining stage as, for most, the adults are very 

rarely encountered.  

These 21st century additions to the county list are listed below, with their first year recorded in the county: 

{ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄŀ 2000 9ǘŀƛƴƛŀ ǎŜǊƛŎƻǇŜȊŀ 2006 
{ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ƳȅǊǝƭƭŜƭƭŀ 2001 {ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ƳŀƎŘŀƭŜƴŀŜ 2010 
{ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǎǾŜƴǎǎƻƴƛ 2001 9ǘŀƛƴƛŀ ƭƻǳƛǎŜƭƭŀ 2015 
9ŎǘƻŜŘŜƳƛŀ ƛƴǝƳŜƭƭŀ 2001 9ŎǘƻŜŘŜƳƛŀ ŀǊŎǳŀǘŜƭƭŀ 2017 
{ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜƭƭŀ 2003 {ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǇǊǳƴŜǘƻǊǳƳ 2018 
9ŎǘƻŜŘŜƳƛŀ ŀǊƎȅǊƻǇŜȊŀ 2003 {ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǎŀƳƛŀǘŜƭƭŀ 2021 
{ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǝƭƛŀŜ  2004 {ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ŀŎŜǊƛǎ 2024 
¢ǊƛŦǳǊŎǳƭŀ ŜǳǊŜƳŀ 2006 {ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǳƭƳƛǾƻǊŀ 2024 

 

Some of these will have been present for years unrecorded, whereas others will have been new arrivals 

into the county. Undoubtedly, other members of the Nepticulidae family will be found in Lancashire during 

the next few years. Based on known national distribution and focussing on those extending their range 

nationally, here are some of the possible candidates to be added to the list that are worth searching for 

in suitable habitat. (Photos by B. Smart, other than where noted) 

Enteucha acetosae 

This species makes fantastic spiral mines on Common Sorrel and Sheep’s Sorrel, both of which are fairly 

common plants within the county. Whilst the moth is known from Scotland to the north and Derbyshire 

(and elsewhere) to the south, it is unrecorded in other northern English counties. The limiting factor may 

be habitat as it favours chalk grassland, a biotype scarce within the county. Sterling and Parsons (2023) 

note that it also frequents heathland and dry pasture. Searching the foodplant in these habitats may yet 

pay dividends. As can be seen (below, left), a number of mines are often present on a single leaf. Tenanted 

mines can be found in up to three generations from May to October. 

Stigmella viscerella 

This green larva makes gut-like mines on elm leaves from August to November. These are quite unlike 

those made by {Φ ƭŜƳƴƛǎŎŜƭƭŀ and {Φ ǳƭƳƛǾƻǊŀ. A recent discovery in Cheshire and Yorkshire, this species 

seems very likely to appear in Lancashire before too long. 
 

 

 

               9ƴǘŜǳŎƘŀ ŀŎŜǘƻǎŀŜ                                                                                    {ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǾƛǎŎŜǊŜƭƭŀ 
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Stigmella regiella 

A Hawthorn miner, primarily found in Wales and southern and central England, and with a few records 

from Cheshire and Yorkshire. There is also a single record from Cumbria, which was the leaf-mine shown 

below left, found at Roudsea Wood in 2013. The early part of the mine is a gallery along the leaf-edge 

filled with reddish frass leading to a blotch. Leaf-mining occurs in autumn. 

Stigmella poterii 

Leaf-mines can be found on low-growing plants such as Salad and Great Burnet, Tormentil, Marsh 

Cinquefoil and Cloudberry, with an initial slender gallery at the leaf-margin leading to a blotch. Found 

uncommonly throughout the UK, and unrecorded in Lancs. Perhaps likeliest to be found on Tormentil, the 

host plant of the only two Cheshire records (2009 and 2024), growing amongst Bilberry in rough grassland. 

Best looked for in autumn although there is also a first generation in early summer. 

Stigmella basiguttella 

Most frequent in Midlands and southern counties, but with a few Scottish records also. The northern 

English populations appear limited to Yorkshire, where the moth is quite local. This is an easily identified 

mine on oak, with a sinuous gallery completely filled with green frass, turning brown with age (as below, 

right). The green larva mines in June and July, with a second generation in autumn.  

 

              {ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǊŜƎƛŜƭƭŀ                                               {ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǇƻǘŜǊƛƛ, S. Hind                                 {ǝƎƳŜƭƭŀ ōŀǎƛƎǳǧŜƭƭŀ 

Ectoedemia turbidella 

This species mines Grey Poplar, from the petiole towards the base of the leaf, in a similar fashion to 9Φ 

ŀǊƎȅǊƻǇŜȊŀ, an Aspen miner. Like that species, it is best searched for by looking amongst fallen leaves in 

autumn for the ‘green islands’ that surround the mined area. Whilst mainly found in southern counties, 

the species also occurs in south Yorkshire, where it was first noted in 2003. 

Ectoedemia heringella 

Whilst limited by its uncommon foodplant, Holm Oak, this miner seems likely to be found in Lancashire 

soon, as it has been recorded at an increasing number of Cheshire sites since 2019. The mines occur in 

the first few months of the year, although old mines can be detected all year round. 

Ectoedemia rubivora 

The photo (below, right) shows the contorted mines on wǳōǳǎ spp. typical of this species, often with many 

on a single leaf. These can be found in autumn. Primarily a species of south-eastern England. However, 

since 2001, mines have also have been found east of the Pennines with records in four of the five Yorkshire 

VCs. Dewberry wǳōǳǎ ŎŀŜǎƛǳǎ appears to be the preferred wǳōǳǎ sp. at a number of the known sites. 

 

9Φ ǘǳǊōƛŘŜƭƭŀ, P. Sterling                                     9Φ ƘŜǊƛƴƎŜƭƭŀ                                                      9Φ ǊǳōƛǾƻǊŀ, D. Shenton 
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Migrant moths in Lancashire 2024 

Richard Walker 
 

 
18.001 Diamond-back Moth tƭǳǘŜƭƭŀ ȄȅƭƻǎǘŜƭƭŀ (Linnaeus, 1758) 

First seen 22 February by D. Bickerton (DB) at Rishton...an early date. 

Last seen 15 November by S. Palmer (SP) at Preston.  

Some 366 records with the majority as singles to light. 

 

63.031 Rusty-dot Pearl ¦ŘŜŀ ŦŜǊǊǳƎŀƭƛǎ (Hübner, 1796) 

First record. 30 July at Pilling by E. Dickinson. 

Last records. 15 November by SP at Preston, and at Woolton by S. McWilliam (SM).  

44 records with a total of 54 moths seen. 

 

63.048 Palpita vitrealis (Rossi, 1794) 

First record. 19 August at Blackpool. F. Bird. 

Last record. 9 November at Silverdale. J. Patton (JP).  

26 records with a total of 30 moths seen. 

 

63.052 Rush Veneer bƻƳƻǇƘƛƭŀ ƴƻŎǘǳŜƭƭŀ ([Denis & Schiffermüller], 1775) 

First record. 16 August by SM at Woolton. 

Last record. 7 November by JP at Silverdale.  

22 records. 

 

69.004 Convolvulus Hawk-moth !ƎǊƛǳǎ ŎƻƴǾƻƭǾǳƭƛ (Linnaeus, 1758) 

First record.  A dead example found in Liverpool on 1 February by L. Young. 

Five records in total. Also seen on 12 August at Clitheroe by D. Parris, then 6 September by S. Piner at 

Gressingham, 7 September at Hesketh Bank by R. Yates and lastly by J. Girdley (JG) on 10 September at 

Longton. The last three were in MV traps. 

 

69.005 Death’s-head Hawk-moth AŎƘŜǊƻƴǝŀ ŀǘǊƻǇƻǎ (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Single record. A larva found at Padgate by M. Lee on 29 August. 

 

69.010 Humming-bird Hawk-moth aŀŎǊƻƎƭƻǎǎǳƳ ǎǘŜƭƭŀǘŀǊǳƳ (Linnaeus, 1758) 

First record. 6 March at Fleetwood by K. Green nectaring on Buddleia.  

Last record. 19 September at Colne by S. Lawson on Verbena.  

Total seen 11. 

 

 

               tŀƭǇƛǘŀ ǾƛǘǊŜŀƭƛǎ, F. Bird                                     Death’s-head Hawk-moth, M. Lee                  Oleander Hawk-moth, G. Dowthwaite                              
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69.011 Oleander Hawk-moth 5ŀǇƘƴƛǎ ƴŜǊƛƛ (Linnaeus, 1758) 

First record (first since 1954). 22 October by staff at Hulme Community Garden Centre, Manchester. 

Second and last record. 29 October by G. Dowthwaite, a day time observation at Lancaster. 

 

69.018 Silver-striped Hawk-moth IƛǇǇƻǝƻƴ ŎŜƭŜǊƛƻ (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Single record (first since 1963). 2 November by S. Brown at Read, nr. Great Harwood. 

 

70.038 Vestal wƘƻŘƻƳŜǘǊŀ ǎŀŎǊŀǊƛŀ (Linnaeus, 1767) 

First record. 17 August at Heysham by K. Eaves (KE). Also on 18 August at Little Eccleston by M. Wilby. 

Last record. 15 November at Hale. C. Cockbain.  

Three records in total. 

 

70.047 Gem bȅŎǘŜǊƻǎŜŀ ƻōǎǝǇŀǘŀ (Fabricius, 1794) 

First record. 10 May at Worsthorne by G. Gavaghan. 

Last record. 5 November at Longton by JG.  

Ten records in total. 

 

72.041 Four-spotted Footman [ƛǘƘƻǎƛŀ ǉǳŀŘǊŀ (Linnaeus, 1758) 

First record. 11 July at Formby by R. Walker (RW). MV trap. 

Last record. 1 September by P. Marsh & J. Roberts (PM & JR) at Sunderland Point. 

15 records of 23 individuals, including 4 to light on the same night by J. Gorse (31 July).  

 

72.076 Clifden Nonpareil /ŀǘƻŎŀƭŀ ŦǊŀȄƛƴƛ (Linnaeus, 1758) 

First record. 31 August at St Helens, S. Bond. Then on 24 August at Woolton by SM and 1 October at 

Orrell by P. Alker.  

Last record. 5 October at Yealand Conyers by B. Hancock. 

 

73.015 Silver Y !ǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŀ ƎŀƳƳŀ (Linnaeus, 1758) 

First record. 8 April by KE.  

Last record. 15 December at St Helens, R. Banks. 

1628 records, with at least six occasions to light in double figures, including 33 to light on 4 August for G. 

Dixon at Hoghton, and 41 during a transect by R. Davey at Warton Crag on 29 July. 

 

 

                   Gem, G. Gavaghan                                          Delicate, K. Eaves                                             Radford’s Flame Shoulder, R. Walker   



28 
 

73.059 Toadflax Brocade /ŀƭƻǇƘŀǎƛŀ ƭǳƴǳƭŀ (Hufnagel, 1766) 

A single record by SM at Woolton, Liverpool on 24 July. 

 

73.076 Scarce Bordered Straw IŜƭƛŎƻǾŜǊǇŀ ŀǊƳƛƎŜǊŀ (Hübner, [1808]) 

First record. 18 July by P. Hillyer, Widnes. 

Last record. 31 October by C. Cockbain, Hale.  

14 records.  

 

73.087 Small Mottled Willow {ǇƻŘƻǇǘŜǊŀ ŜȄƛƎǳŀ (Hübner, [1808]) 

First record. 18 July by JP at Silverdale. 

Second and last record. 19 September by DB at Rishton. 

 

73.295 Delicate aȅǘƘƛƳƴŀ ǾƛǘŜƭƭƛƴŀ (Hübner, [1808]) 

First record. 11 July, 3 to light at Formby by RW. 

Last record. 5 November by PM & JR at Sunderland Point. 

10 records. 12 seen in total. 

 

73.307 Pearly Underwing tŜǊƛŘǊƻƳŀ ǎŀǳŎƛŀ (Hübner, [1808]) 

First record. 15 July at Longton by JG. 

Last record. 8 November, to light at Burnley by G. Turner. 

7 records. 

 

73.327 Dark Sword-grass !ƎǊƻǝǎ ƛǇǎƛƭƻƴ (Hufnagel, 1766) 

First record. 15 February, 7 to light at Yealand Conyers (BH) with 19 at the same site the following night. 

Last record. 15 November to J. Gorse at Atherton.  

84 records with 125 examples seen in total. 

 

73.330 Radford’s Flame Shoulder hŎƘǊƻǇƭŜǳǊŀ ƭŜǳŎƻƎŀǎǘŜǊ (Freyer, [1831]) 

New for the county. 

First record. 5 October at Sunderland Point by PM & JR, who later recorded another 4 at the same site.  

Last record. Four wings photographed by JG at Longton on 5 November!  

14 moths were recorded in total which is astonishing as this species was only seen in the county for the 

first time this year.  

The Liverpool Museum does not have an example of Radford’s Flame Shoulder, and so a donation would 

be most welcome. Posterity for the moth and donor - well, your name on the label! 

 

Some migrants missing from the 2024 list: - 

35.127 ¢ǳǘŀ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŀ (Meyrick, 1917) 

63.047 SǇƻƭŀŘŜŀ ǊŜŎǳǊǾŀƭƛǎ (Fabricius, 1775) 

69.014 Bedstraw Hawk-moth IȅƭŜǎ Ǝŀƭƭƛƛ (Rottemburg, 1775) 

69.015 Striped Hawk-moth IȅƭŜǎ ƭƛǾƻǊƴƛŎŀ (Esper, [1804]) 

72.073 Small Marbled 9ǳōƭŜƳƳŀ ǇŀǊǾŀ (Hübner, [1808]) 

73.003 Ni Moth ¢ǊƛŎƘƻǇƭǳǎƛŀ ƴƛ (Hübner, [1803]) 

73.304 The Cosmopolitan [ŜǳŎŀƴƛŀ ƭƻǊŜȅƛ (Duponchel, 1827) 
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 Two mystery coleophorid cases  

Ben Smart 

 

You may recall a story in the last Newsletter regarding a tiny Coleophora 

larval case found attached to a Wych Elm twig at Chorlton, Manchester 

on 30 January 2024 (right). Identity at that stage was unclear. The case 

was kept outside in a netted container in the hope that it would remain 

dormant until leaf-burst. 

The larva remained motionless, potentially dead, so it was a relief when, 

on 2 May 2024, it started to wander, at which point fresh elm leaves were 

offered. It affixed itself onto the centre of a leaf on the underside and 

started to feed, creating a number of small feeding windows. On 17 May, 

the larva entered a new leaf at the edge and cut a new case, 10mm in 

length. With its distinctive jagged edges and large size, its identity 

became clear. This was the third and final case of Coleophora 

limosipennella, a species that had only been recorded in Lancashire once 

before, at Freshfield in 2021. 

The larva continued to feed until mid-June, since when it has remained 

attached to a twig. 

 

 

 
/Φ ƭƛƳƻǎƛǇŜƴƴŜƭƭŀ: feeding windows 07.05.24.     Preparing the third case 17.05.24.       Final case and larval feeding on elm 26.05.24. 

A second mystery larval case was found on 14 May 2024. The case was 3.5mm in length and was noted 

on Hawthorn leaves collected in Chorlton to feed a different larva. It was quite flat with a rounded tip and 

didn’t obviously fit any species I had previously encountered. The larva fed slowly on Hawthorn with 

frequent pauses of 3-4 days whilst the case was gradually enlarged from the base, reaching a length of 

5.5mm. In early August, the larva attached its case to a twig and did not feed for 3 weeks or so. By 23 

August, it had recommenced mining, still from the same case. A further check on 27 August revealed an 

excised section of Hawthorn leaf, with the old case left attached to the edge of the leaf.  

On a neighbouring leaf, the larva was feeding from within a new case formed from this cut-out section, a 

brown, curled over piece of leaf, revealing itself as Coleophora siccifolia, the 11th Lancashire record of this 

species. It fed until mid-September before attaching itself to a twig, fixed for over-wintering. 

 

Both cases remain in a netted pot in a sheltered spot outside. Neither species has previously been 

successfully reared in the county, but hopefully these will survive the winter and produce adults in 2025. 
 

 

 
/Φ ǎƛŎŎƛŦƻƭƛŀ: feeding on Hawthorn 09.05.24.        Case now 5.5mm in length 24.07.24.                                           Final case 11.10.24. 
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Events 2025 

 

 

 

Belted Beauty Public Survey Day 2025                                                              Ryan Clark 

Saturday 12th April 2025 starting 3pm.  

Potts Corner, Lancashire. 

 

Hi all, this year’s Belted Beauty public count will take place 

on Saturday 12th April, starting at 3pm (please note later 

start than usual is due to the tides). Parking is at Carr Lane 

Car Park (usually free to park) by Shorefields Caravan Site 

(SD413571). 

Sadly, last year we didn't find any Belted Beauty moths 

during the public count, possibly due to the severe weather 

in previous days. A few adults have been seen already this 

year, so fingers crossed they've bounced back!  

 

If anyone does see any this year, please let me have at least a 10m grid reference, as I am assessing where 

on the site the species is located to help with conservation efforts.  

Email: Euceraecology@outlook.com 

 

---------------------------- 

 

Tanyptera Trust Recording Days 2025                                                           Gary Hedges 

Our yearly programme of recording days brings together recorders from across the North West whilst 

collecting important invertebrate records at under-recorded or private sites. Please be aware that whilst 

we welcome invertebrate recorders of all experience levels, our recording days are not taught or guided 

sessions. These are the Recording Days announced so far for Lancs. Others will be announced soon. 

 

Click on the links below for more information and to book your FREE place. 

 

Fri 2nd May - Beacon Country Park, Lancashire 
 

Fri 16th May - Cross Hill Quarry, Clitheroe 
 

Fri 23rd May - Hightown Dunes, Sefton Coast 
 

Fri 13th June - Trowbarrow & Hawes Water, Silverdale 
 

Fri 20th June - Starr Hills, Lytham St Annes 
 

Fri 4th July - Peel Park & Coppice, Accrington 
 

Tanyptera Trust events page: Upcoming Events – North West Invertebrates 

 
   

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/tanypteraproject/1628790
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/tanypteraproject/1627748
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/tanypteraproject/1628786
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/tanypteraproject/1627747
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/tanypteraproject/1627744
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/tanypteraproject/1627752
https://www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/events/
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Recording the moorland moths 

Pete Marsh 

A look at the turn of the century at the available distribution maps for the mainly upland squares in the 
northern half of the Forest of Bowland and the Lancashire part of Leck Fell suggested a lot of especially 
moorland species were being under-recorded. A personal project was started targeting each tetrad and 
hoping that at least one suitable trapping site was available. The strategy was to target the large roadside 
laybys and car parks alongside a variable mixture of heather, Bilberry, aƻƭƛƴƛŀ, WǳƴŎǳǎ spp. and open rocky 
areas and run sheet and light sessions for three hours or so from dusk. One early session of this was a 
memorable evening with Steve Palmer at the Jubilee Tower car park on a crystal-clear night in May 2001 
with plummeting temperatures. We caught one moth – a Glaucous Shears – a new species for both of us. 
Things did improve and notable sites which we used included the layby at the Trough summit, Cross of 
Greet car park, a layby on Starkers Moor, and various car parks used by cavers up the Leck Fell Road.  
 
Accompanied by many North Lancashire recorders over the years, we soon learned various dos and don’ts 
which were not always obvious. The first of these was any wind, even just a 5mph, which was from the 
east produced perfect conditions until it went dark. Then, especially on Leck Fell, a cold, howling gale 
descended down the hillside almost blowing the tripod over. This was a katabatic wind and thenceforth 
easterlies of any description were avoided for moorland trapping sessions. In contrast one notable session 
near Cross of Greet saw visibility in swirling mist down to about 10 feet yet hordes of moths piled out of 
the murk including a way out of habitat Alder Kitten and fortunately no vicious Baskervillian mutts.  
 
Besides the high moorland sites, we did a lot of trapping on what is upland fell edge country including 
‘garden’ sites at Greenbank and Crossdale Grains. Here it was possible to leave the 125 MV trap out 
overnight. This produced a new range of species which were scarce or absent from the treeless fell tops.   
  
The mothing year on the fells started in March and commenced a theme of revelation that some species 
occurring at relatively low densities at many lowland sites were in fact super-abundant on the moors. 
Therefore, the commonest early spring species are Mottled Grey (peak of 112 on 22 March 2021 at 
Greenbank) and Red Chestnut (peak of 65 on 12 April 2022 at Greenbank). A little later in the spring the 
fell edge sites proved to be the best for relatively localised species such as Lunar Thorn and also highest 
numbers of some of the more generalist species such as Small Elephant Hawk-moth (peak of 25 at 
Greenbank on 9 June 2016). Moorland trapping in late spring/early summer revealed the abundance of 
Dark Brocade, a species which is very scarce at lowland sites. The peak count was 320 at Middle-gill on 9 
June 2016.  These were accompanied by good numbers of Broom Moth (including an exceptional 305 at 
Middle Gill on 9 June 2016) and a scattering of Glaucous Shears and Light Knot-grass. The ubiquitous 
Clouded-bordered Brindle was a major feature of early summer moorland trapping. A rather odd scenario 
saw Red Twin-spot Carpet, a lowland generalist in many parts of Britain, revealed as a late spring upland 
single brooded species in Lancashire, with the only exception being a few records from the Sefton Coast. 
The remaining lowland records all seemed to be Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet/unproven. One common 
moorland species which is extremely scarce to the south of here and therefore a target for visiting mothers 
is Striped Twin-spot Carpet.  This double-brooded species favours rocky areas and is most regular on Leck 
fell as well as featuring prominently on ‘open’ limestone pavement along the Cumbrian border to the 
north-west. 
 
The large and spectacular moorland moths were well represented in the form of Emperor, Fox Moth, and 
Northern Eggar, with large numbers of Drinker later in the season. Sheet and light produced female 
Emperor moths which are nocturnal. Close views of the males required daytime pheromone lures which 
at some sites, especially the Cross of Greet Road, saw large numbers appearing very quickly. It is perhaps 
logical to expect moorland moths to be more subject of major declines or abundance depending on 
weather conditions than at more lowland sites. In 2024 the preceding twelve months or so must have 
favoured the life cycle stages of Fox Moth with the traps full of them in spring and the moors carpeted 
with larvae later in the autumn. It would be interesting to see if this is followed by a crash in 2025.  
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The midsummer period on the fells was dominated by the diminutive True Lover’s Knot with one notable 
night on Leck Fell on 9 July 2005 attracting about 500 to the sheet and light. Other high counts saw 250 
to sheet and light at Cross of Greet on 1 July 2009.  Midsummer also saw some lowland generalists in good 
numbers on the fells notably Flame Shoulder and Ingrailed Clay. One of the features of moorland trapping 
is really good numbers of grass moths. This was particularly notable with Catoptria margaritella with 
1250 on 20 July 2022 and 1150 on 30 July 2019 in the Greenbank trap and abundance during moorland 
walkovers. However, the weather conditions leading up to the 2024 season were obviously catastrophic 
and the Greenbank trap held just 40 for the whole season. A notable ‘micro’ recorded at Greenbank was 
Denisia similella. One was found by day by Carolyn and Steve Palmer on 29 May 2022 and the other in 
the trap on 3 June 2023 prompting a request from a moth twitcher to “stake one out for us”! 
 
Some of the moorland species are specialists in the micro-habitats and the M18 (National Vegetation 
Classification) mires, e.g. Loftshaw and Blaze Moss which support the Nb species Manchester Treble-bar. 
These can easily be found in daytime walks over the mires but obviously small pockets of suitable habitat 
occur all over the moors with ones and twos even recorded in the overnight trap at Greenbank.  Rock-
type is significant with, for example, some upland limestone at Leck resulting in different species such as 
Galium Carpet, Beech-green Carpet, Eana penziana and Eudonia murana. Another localised species saw 
Leck Fell as an extension of the nearby Yorkshire range of Pale Eggar but albeit sporadic efforts over the 
last eight years suggest a deterioration of the heather moorland (increase in sheep grazing) and no 
records.  
 
Late summer saw a suite of moorland species which are very scarce or absent at lowland sites, unlike a 
majority of those present in the summer months. These included Autumnal Rustic (peak of 90 on 1 Sept 
2021 at Docker Moor), Neglected Rustic, Heath Rustic, Flounced Chestnut and Anomalous. The best site 
for all these, numerically, was the high point bothy site at Docker Moor. Brindled Ochre had been 
surprisingly absent from our area until the nightly trapping at Greenbank saw very small numbers 
including a post-hibernation female. Presumably this species breeds in very low density in contrast to its 
abundance in, for example, north-east Scotland. An autumnal species which favours the fell edge sites and 
is very difficult to find at lowland sites is Autumn Green Carpet with numbers regularly exceeding the 
ubiquitous Red-green Carpet at Greenbank.  The localised Small Autumnal Moth was a feature of late 
August/early September before the trickier closely-related “November Moth aggs” appeared. 
 
One species which the literature at the time suggested was ‘guaranteed’ on a routine basis was Scarce 
Silver Y. However, just two have been recorded and this resulted in a slight rewording of the distribution 
of this species in Waring Ŝǘ ŀƭ. Another species which is nowhere near as common as we thought it might 
be is Golden-rod Brindle and this seems part of a more general decline.  
 
A solitary light, the only one for miles around, at an upland site seems to be a good recipe for attracting 
down any high-flying migrant species drifting overhead. It resulted in, for example, the first moth noted 
on the first overnight trapping session at Crossdale Grains being a Bedstraw Hawk-moth on the vanes. 
Other migrants in the moorland traps have included Convolvulus Hawk-moth and Scarce Bordered Straw. 
 

 

 Manchester Treble-bar, Greenbank 19.7.24      Emperor, Greenbank 2.5.24                     Small Brindled Beauty, Millhouses 23.2.19 
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Chris Darbyshire 

Steve Palmer 
 

 

Towards the end of January 2025, I heard the really sad news that Christopher Darbyshire had passed 
away after a long illness. The great tragedy was that Chris was improving and had been preparing for, and 
eagerly awaiting, the arrival of the 2025 moth recording season. 

Chris was one of our leading field micro-lepidopterists in Lancashire and had been recording moths for 
many years. His first submitted sighting (of a Six-spot Burnet) was in 1977 and he continued moth 
recording with hardly any breaks through to 2024. In his active decades, he’d annually submit large 
numbers of moth records, both from his garden light trap in Billinge, near Wigan, as well as many daytime 
sightings from the wider, surrounding area. He had a particular interest in leaf-mining larvae, searching 
for their feeding signs. Until the early 2000s, the provisional micro-moth distribution maps in Vice-county 
59 (South Lancashire) consisted of two major clusters of dots – those from Chris’s area, and those from 
Kevin McCabe (further east in the Flixton area). The combined effort of these two experienced and prolific 
fieldworkers provided the extensive backbone to today’s VC59 micro-moth dataset. 

 
 
 

 

Lancashire Moth Group Records Committee: 27th November 2007 in Flixton, Greater Manchester 

Present, left to right, were Pete Marsh, Kevin McCabe, Chris Darbyshire and Steve Palmer. 
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Chris always struck me as a quiet and private person but when you got to know him, he had this ability to 
enthral you with his enthusiasm and extensive knowledge. I first met Chris a few years after I’d moved to 
Lancashire, in 1993, and he was one of the earliest members of the Lancashire Moth Group. As well as his 
strong interest in moths, he also had a wide-ranging interest in other wildlife. This included birds, and I 
think he would have admitted that it was neck and neck as to which came out on top – I like to think it 
was the moths! Those who got to know him well, such as his close friend Peter Alker from Orrell, describe 
him as an infinitely patient character when helping with moth identifications. Peter also mentioned he 
was a fountain of knowledge – his ‘go-to’ for all questions ‘mothy’. Chris loved nothing more than to 
discuss the intricate identification details of many of the trickier micro-moth species. 

The lasting memory I have of Chris was his ability to spend long periods of time researching individual 
identifications, each with his inimitable care. You knew that if the species was identifiable by careful 
external examination, Chris would sort out its correct identity however long it took him. He would often 
also make a case for identifying species by forewing patterns that otherwise had been designated as only 
identifiable by dissection. One memorable example occurred over a period of time, when we had long 
discussions about the wing features of Dark and Grey Dagger and whether they could, or could not, be 
used to reliably identify the moths. He had produced line drawings of the dagger marks to support his 
theory. Although he conceded in the end this was not guaranteed to separate these two particular species, 
the approach he took was one that is invaluable when pushing and expanding the boundaries of 
identification skills, whilst also challenging current practice. I greatly admired him for this, as it was never 
done in an aggressive way – it was always carefully researched and logically presented. 

Chris’s knowledge and willingness to engage with individuals made him a natural and ideal County Moth 
Recorder for the pre-Social Media era, particularly at a time when identification resources were very 
limited or, in the case of books, often pricey. He successfully carried out this task covering the VC59 Macro-
moths from Autumn 2002 to Autumn 2008, but these were changing times. Towards the end of his tenure, 
the rapid and often all to brief interaction associated with the newly emerging computer-based 
communications did not fit well with Chris’s approach to assisting with moth identifications. Despite this, 
his retirement from the CMR post did not affect his own enthusiasm for recording moths and his face-to-
face engagement with those he had got to know in his immediate area. 

Over the 45 or so years that Chris was involved in moth recording in Lancashire, he submitted nearly 
80,000 records covering around 850 species, nearly all from within his local Billinge area, or on daytime 
fieldwork (and less often light trapping) in adjacent 10km squares. These included extensive surveys at 
Pennington Flash with Peter and on his own at a site near Dalton, north-east of Skelmersdale. 

Particularly notable sightings of his included the only records of {ǘƛƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄŀ in VC59 (in 2002 and 
2013), the second site for {ǘƛƎƳŜƭƭŀ ǎŀƳƛŀǘŜƭƭŀ in the county (in 2022), one of only a few sites for 
/ƘǊȅǎƻŜǎǘƘƛŀ ŘǊǳǊŜƭƭŀ in the county (in 2006) and the first county records for [ƻȊƻǘŀŜƴƛƻŘŜǎ ŦƻǊƳƻǎŀƴŀ (in 
1996) and 5ƛǇƭƻǇǎŜǳǎǘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛŜǊŜǎŀƭƛǎ (in 2008), the last record being only the third British record. 

I will miss Chris’s cheery character, intricate emails on the finer points of micro-moth identification and, 
overall, his great enthusiasm for moths. The contribution he made towards the furtherance of moth 
recording in his home county has been considerable. My thoughts and prayers are with Chris’s wife Angela 
and their family. 

Stephen Palmer 
7th February 2025 
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The illustrated moths 
by Lancs Moth Group members 

 

 

             

 

 

 

The illustrations shown here are (from top left): Lesser Swallow Prominent by Steve Thackeray, Rosy 

Rustic by Graham Dixon, Caloptilia elongella and Argyresthia brockeella by Ben Smart and Mullein 

larva (linocut) by Steve Suttill. 
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Recorders and other information 

 
 

County Moth Recorders 

 

Your Vice-county Moth Recorder team and others who carry out so much vital work for the Moth Group 

are as follows (replace (at) with @): 

VC59 Micro-moths: David Bickerton and Ben Smart – VC59MicroCMR(at)lancashiremoths.co.uk  

VC59 Macro-moths: Richard Walker – rbkvwalker(at)gmail.com 

VC60 Micro-moths: Steve Benner – VC60MicroCMR(at)lancashiremoths.co.uk 

VC60 Macro-moths: Steve Benner – VC60MacroCMR(at)lancashiremoths.co.uk 

 

Other roles 

Dave Bickerton – runs the Lancashire Moths website https://www.lancashiremoths.co.uk/ and is the 

keeper of the master recording spreadsheets. 

Graham Dixon – is Lancashire’s County MapMate Hub. Due to retire from role at the end of 2025. 

Steve Palmer - manages and updates the MapMate clean copy (a fully verified and typo-free version of 

the Lancashire dataset). Due to retire from role at the end of 2025.  

 

Newsletter editor 

Ben Smart – cath.ben(at)btinternet.com 

 

Submission of Records 

There are two preferred options: 

¶ Send your completed spreadsheets to the relevant CMR. Spreadsheets, including grading guidelines, 

can be downloaded from the Lancs Moth Group website.  

¶ Submission of records via iRecord or the National Moth Recording Scheme. This can be done at any 

point throughout the year. 

Please contact your CMR if you have any queries regarding record submission. 

 

MapMate 

The future of MapMate is uncertain. Technical support has been withdrawn and there will likely be no 

further updates. On the plus side, you will no longer have to pay an annual fee! 

If you currently use MapMate, it may be worth trying one of the other methods.  

If you wish to continue sending your records in to the CMRs via MapMate, that may be an option for 

those whose subscription is still valid.  

Please contact G. Dixon regarding any MapMate files for VC59 or VC60 that you wish to submit: 

troubleatmill(at)btinternet.com 

 

Whichever of these methods you use, please do not duplicate your record submissions. 

 

 

 

Lancashire Moth Group Website http://www.lancashiremoths.co.uk 

 

Lancashire Lepidoptera Facebook Group https://www.facebook.com/groups/119829941488294/ 

 

 

http://www.lancashiremoths.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/119829941488294/

