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https://www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/event/carrhousegreen/
https://www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/event/grimsargh/
https://www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/event/cragbank2/
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Addendum: New Lancashire records for 2025

The main text of The Moths of Lancashire included 1,559 species 2023 was devoted to
writing the book and so the eleven new speciesthat were recorded in Lancashireduring
the year were included in a separate addendum. Nine further species were added to the
county list in 2024.

To continue documenting the new species being found in the county, we have produced
a 2025 addendum containing the eleven species added to the list during this year, with
maps to show the recorded locations. This brings the county total to 15 90.

References mentioned in the species text (eg., Henwood and Sterling, Emmet, etc.) can be
found in the book .

Phyllonoryctetenerella

YV LANCS STATUS Scarce / very local resident 2025
The leaf shown here was foundin Chorlton on 17 June 2025 by B. Smart It contains
three mines, with two right next to each other in the top right of the photo.  The moths
emerged on 22 and 23 June 2025 P. Sterling was happy to confirm their identity from
the photographs and to rule out Phyllonorycter esperellaand P. messaniellatwo other
miners of Hornbeam.

A few weeks later, on 3 July 2025, K. McCabe found six mines on Hornbeam, plus an
adult resting on a leaf, at Wellacre Wood, Flixton.

Second generation mines were found in autumn at the original Chorlton site on 23
September 2025.
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Phyllonoryctepastaella

YV LANCS STATUS Infrequent / local resident 2025
This species has beenrapidly heading north since the first UK record in London in
2014. Nevertheless, it was a surprise that it appeared so common in south Manchester
thisyear, gi ven that prior to 2025 it hadn
record was from Flixton by K. McCabe, with a male trapped on the night of 28 June
2025 and subsequently dissected.Leaf mines on Crack-willow were recorded during
July, September and October, from Davyhulme, Flixton, Stretford, Chorlton and
Didsbury. Many were reared, including the example below from Davyhulme in July.
The mines arevery distinctive with a large, tentiform, underside blotch, pale green and
bisected by a single, obvious crease.

SMART

B
o
-t
o
@
=
®

Ches



— Phyllonoryctecomparella

—

V/ LANCS STATUS Scarce / very local resident 2025
This species has always hovered close to the Lancashire list by virtue of a record listed
—_ by Mansbridge (1940). However, in preparation of The Moths of Lancashire, the 1940
specimen was examined in Manchester Museum, with assessmenbf the external
features (and no abdomen to permit dissection) suggesting this was an unlikely P.
comparella.

The moth mines the leaves of White Poplar, and four leafmines were found on 2
September 2025 at Chorlton by B. Smart with emergence three days later. Further
mines were subsequently found at Wellacre Wood, Flixton by K. McCabe on 13
September 2025 and at Chorlton Ees by M. Younget al. on 7 October 2025.
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Phyllonenistis extrematrix

- YV LANCS STATUS Scarce / very local resident 2025
—l' This moth has had an incredible 2025. It was first located in Britainthis year by W.
—_ Langdon in Essex, Surrey and Oxfordshirgfollowing advice from A. Beidts that it was
worth looking for on Black -poplar hybrids. Word spread, largely through facebook
groups. Feeding signs were detected in many counties as far north asRipon, Yorkshire.
= There seemsa preference for young, green poplar twigs, with larvae mining these,
(1 occasionallyon the leaves,and pupating in a folded leaf-edge.
Feeding signs were located on a Blackpoplar hybrid at Longford Park, Stretford on
16 August 2025 by B. Smart. A later visit with M. Younget al. on 7 October 2025 found
ongoing larval activity, although attempted rearing was unsuccessful.
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(oY) Anarsa innoxiella

= YV LANCS STATUS Scarce / very local resident 2025
O This species wasrecently recognised as new to scienceby Gregersen and Karsholt
.. (2017), although many of the specimens previously recorded as Anarsia lineatella, an
adventive species imported in peaches and apricots were re-examined and found to
8 be A.innoxiella.
Recorded in Yorkshire and Cheshire in 2021, it was no great surprise when the first
Lancashire specimen appeared in R. Bank
This is a mothof woodland edges and hedgerows. The larvae feed in spring on young
shoots of Feld Maple and Sycamore, although they have not yet been found in the
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37.026

V LANCS STATUS Rare / very local resident 2025
Cases found on Bramble by K. McCabe at Risley Moss in 2020 wer@reviously
considered plausible but unconfirmed for this species. This 2025 record was of a single
6mm long larval case on Blackthornat Gait Barrows,13 October 2025. P. Sterling was
confirmed the identity from the photo based on the significant ventral keel and a
mouth -opening angle of 0°, compared to that of C. potentillae of 30° or more. The
frills have largely worn away, as described inMBGBI vol. 3 'the leaf-fragments on the

dorsal surface of the case tend to become abraded with the passage of time and in

some cases may become completely smooth'(Emmetet al., 1996)

The case has been retained and hopefully an adult will emerge in spring 2026
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45.006

YV LANCS STATUS Rare / very local resident 2025
The first Lancashire record of this plume moth occurred on 6 October 2025 when
trapped at light in Silverdale by J. Patton. A second moth, and definitely a different
individual, appeared four days |l ater.
was t hvertthe® bas been no wind and a second has turned up, | think they have
bred nearbyd

This is a moth of freshwater marshes and riversides (Hart, 2011) whose larvae feed in
stems of Marsh Ragwort from September to May and July to August. Their presence
can be detected by looking for frass exuding from leaf axils. Summer-brood larvae will
also feed on seeds andflower-heads.
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48.0071

YV LANCS STATUS Scarce /adventive 2025
Thischoreutid, native to the Mediterranean and north Africa, was first recorded in the
UK in 2014 when it was reared from Figin London. Since then, the species has been
moving rapidly no rth, inadvertently assisted by the horticulture trade. The first two
Lancashire records both occurred during the afternoon of 24 August 2025. First of all,
a group of small UK-grown fig trees for sale at Huime Community Garden Centre were
noted by B. Smart to contain spun larvae (deceased) and pupal cocoonsf this species.
He then checkedthe fig tree, bought 6 weeks earlier from a different UK source,in his
Chorlton garden and found two larvae. Adults emerged from the Hulme pupae on 2 5
and 29 August 2025 and from the Chorlton larva on 27 September 2025.
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i 72.030

o V/ LANCS STATUS Rare / vagrant 2025

= Until the 1990s, this moth was only known in the UK as an occasional migrant and
resident of the south Devon coast. Since then, its range has extended northwards and
eastwards, with the first London record in 2004. The range extension seems to have
accelerated in recent years, with a 2022 record from Sheffield, Yorkshire, and this year,
the first Lancashire record. This occurred on 16 July 2025 at Great Sankey, Warrington
with an individual coming to M.V. lightin A.&D.Rileyd s back gar den.
Whilst likely to have arrived from an adjoining county, the possibility of colonies
becoming established in Lancs cannot be discounted. Larvae feed on a wide range of
plants including Bramble, Borage, Green Alkanet, etc. (Henwood& Sterling, 2020).

ll 72.035

Oy Lancs STATUs Rare / vagrant 2025
There has been quitea significant extension in range from that known at the end of
the twentieth century when Skinner(1998)n ot ed t hi s moth t o be
in the southern half of Britain as far north as Lincolnshire and Caernarvonshire,
although absent from the Midlands .6 The first Lancashire record was of a moth
attracted to light at Hesketh Bank by R. Yates on 9 July 20250ther recent northern
records have occurred in Cheshire, once in 2009, and in Yorkshirewith six records
since 2009.
Larvae feed onvarious algae, lichens and mosses

ut ed
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. 73.093

A YV LANCS STATUS Rare / migrant 2025
— This speciesfirst arrived on UK shores in 2002 at Kent, since when it has been fairly
_— regular in southern counties, seeming likely to have colonised such sites. As with a
number of migrant species, it now seems to be able to reach further north, with
-2 vorkshire having over 30 records since their first in 2023 (yorkshiremoths.co.uk,
accessed 26 March 2026)
Thef i r st L anc as ticiwaseecoBledearlight/b R. Kisella on the night of
30 September 2025 at Widnes He reported conditions as very wet but mild and still,
with a temperature of 12°c at 5am.
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New moth and larval photos from 2025

These species are not new to the county and were all included in The Moths of Lancashire
However, in each case we lacked a photograph of the early stages or the live adult. Subsequent
recording has allowed us to fill some of these gaps.

g 8.001
+

= Trapped at light at Gait Barrows by S. Palmer and R. Petleylones on 22
April 2025, this is the first county record of the adult in the 21  century, and

~ 7 possibly ever. It has not been possible to definitely ascertain the stage

— referred to by the earliest two records, by E. Emmett at Gait Barrows in 1984
and in the Liverpool district, where it was noted amongst birch (Gregson,
1857). The other 13 records, all post-2000, were of leaf-mining activity, with
Downy Birch, Silver Birch, Hazel and Hornbeam noted as larval foodplants.

(oW 12.046

With only two previous Lancs records, the last in 1917, our verdict in the
book was that the species was likely extinct. Probably never established as
<> aresident and presence more likely adventive.
However, on 13 February 2025 two moths were found in a cold porch in
Chorlton, Manchester by B. Smart. The only plant present in the porch was
a large Aloe verg previously owned by a neighbour who had had it for
about ten years, and later commented that the moth occurs throughout
herhouse and has forafew yearsTheidentty o f a mot h at t
house in 2025 was confirmed from a photo. No association between the
moths and any particular plant was noted. It will be interesting to see if the
moth reappears in subsequent yeas.

el 15-048

. This species is wholly dependent on Cowberry as its larval foodplant, an
evergreen shrub typically found in upland areas on acidic soils. The leaf
— mine shown here was found on the lower leaves of a patch of Cowberry at
_ . Birk Bankin VC60 on 2 May 2025 by SPalmer and B. SmartOther areas of
vegetation on this heather moorland had been burnt, with Cowberry
= absent from these patches. Despite a long search, no other mines were
(1) located. The adult emerged three days later on 5 May 2025.
This was only the third Lancashire record and the first for almost 150 years.
The moth was previously recorded by C. S. Gregson on 21 April 1856 on
high ground near Chorley, and on 28 June 1879 at Green Thorn Fell, Ribble
Valley by J. B. Hodgkinson.
The moth, therefore, remains unrecorded in VC59 since 1856. Indeed, we
have, as yet, been unable to locate any patches of Cowberry in the Vice
county during searches in the West Pennines or the uplands around
Pendle. Unlike Bilberry, Cowberry retains its @rk green leaves over winter.
Once Bilberry springs to life in April and May it can be harder to spot the
Cowberry, so it worth making a note of the location of any patches of the
plant encountered during the winter months.
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28.007

On 15 May 2019 C. Fletchefound an interesting moth while volunteering
at Freshfield Dune Heath He took it home and provisionally identified it as
Denisia subaquilea This was subsequently confirmed by the CMR after
discussion with JR. Langmaid and examination of the specimen.

In The Moths of Lancashire, this find was documented as the second record
for the county of this moth. It was stated that further information was
unavailable. However, the information regarding its finding and
identification had been submitted by the recorder but was mislaid by the
authors, and so we are glad to now be able to correct this error and to
include a photograph of the 2019 moth.

37.013

Discussed inthe previous Lancs Moth Group Newsletter (no. 44, p.29), this
moth emerged on 26 May 2025, one year and 20 days after it was found
by B. Smart as anearly larval case on Hawthorn on6 May 2024 at Hardy
Farm, Chorlton, Manchester.

Although the moth itself lacks any obvious distinguishing features, the

larval case in its final instar is distinctive. In August 2024, thelarva excised
a section from a leaf-edge and formed its final case, which had the
appearance of a brown, curled over piece of leaf, confirming it to be the

work of C. siccifolia. This was thellth Lancashire record of this speciesThe
larva continued to feed until mid - September 2024 before attaching its case
to a twig, fixed for over -wintering.

The other known foodplants in Lancashire are Apple and Rowan.

40.003

This moth was trapped in Burnley on 19 June 2025 by S. Jackson. Although
not retained, differentiation from the very similar Mompha propinquella
was possible following discussion with the Micro-moth CMRs of
surrounding counties.

Identification was made on the basis of the buff head and thorax, the dark
brown area towards the apex, and also the palps, which show two dark
dark brown rings on the third segment, whereas the palps of M.
propinquella bear just a single ring. The latter identification feature is
described in Microlepidoptera of Europe, Volume 5: Momphidae s. .
(Koster & Sinev, 2003).

49.033

The larva of this moth, common on moorland and mosses, was found by
B. Smart and S. Palmer within a spinning on Bilberry at Birk Bank, VC60 on
2 May 2025. Larvae have previously been found in the county on this
foodplant, as well as Crossleaved Heath, Bog Rosemary and Bog
Asphodel. Unfortunately, the adult did not emerge due to parasit isation of
the larva.

49.211

This moth was found by B. Smart and S. Palmer amongst Bilberry and
Heather on moorland at Windy Clough on 2 May 2025. It is a fairly
common species in upland areas of the county, although this was the
only 2025 record submitted from VC6Q

There were three 2025 records from VC59, including two from Burnley
and one from Flixton, the | atter
tendency to appear in garden light traps well away from its usual habitat.
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62.063

Recorded at light in Orrell by P. Alker on 6 November 2025, this was the
first Lancashire record since a large infestation in Heysham from 1999 to
2001, and the first VC59 record since Liverpool, 19%. It is an adventive
species and can be abundant in food storage areas

P. Alker later found larvae feeding on stored fat balls in an outside bin and
reared a number of adults from these. Further details regarding these
findings with more photographs of adult and larvae can be seen in the

Lancs Moth Group Newsletter 45, p3.

P.ALKER

63.072

Recorded at Parbold by J. Kilgour on 28 June 2025 in a back garden light
trap, this was only the third ever Lancashire record of E. delunellaand the
first since 1982. Although not retained, identification was possible from
the photo as all the factors differentiating this moth from similar
Scopariinae were visible, in particular the well-defined black and white
squares along the costa. Interestingly, two moths trapped at Preesall by A.
Hutt the following night also showed some features of E. delunella The
photograph was less clearcut this time and so the record could only be
considered plausible. This species is suspected of being a scarce migrant
(Parsons & Clancy, 2023and given the influx of unusual migrants around
this period, this may well have been the origin of the moths.

TAYLOR

V.

65.007

The larva of this species hasonly once been recorded in the county, on
Blackthorn by L. Nathan at Didsbury, Manchester on 29 September 1929,
with the adult emerging the following year.

This summer, B. Hancock trapped a female Chinese Character in his
YealandConyersgarden. As she laid eggson 1 August 2025 before being
released, he reared the larvae through the successive instars keeping
them fed with Blackthorn leaves. The larvae quickly developed,going on
to pupate before the end of August. Thefinal instar larva is shown here.
The adult emerged on 2 March 2026.

HANCOCK

B.

69.015

Found on a Hydrangeaby Victoria Taylor at a garden centre at Carnforth
on 3 July 2025 these three larvae were the first early stage record of this
species in Lancashire sincel949, with one adult emerging two months
later.

Thanks to Ashley Baines for posting this observation on the Lancashire
Moths facebook page and alerting the recording team of the find.

73.059

The larvawas found at Aigburth, Liverpool on Purple Toadflax by P. Brash
on 17 August 2025, the first record of the larval stage in Lancashire The
species is a relatively recent arrival in the county, first recorded in 2018.
The location is in keeping with the six previous records of the adult moth
to the end of 2024, all of which were from Merseyside just north of the
river, running eastwards from Aigburth to Great Sankey.

BRASH

P.



73.201

This larva was found feeding on elm by the side of the Ribble near Cross
Hill Quarry LNR in Clitheroe by B. Smart, during the Tanyptera Recording
Day held on 16 May 2025. Surprisingly, this was the first Lancashire record
of the larva of this widespread species. It is quite a polyphagousmoth, with
larvae feeding on a wide variety of trees and shrubs. Henwood & Sterling
(2020), list some of the common foodplants, e.g., Ash, Apple, birches,
Bramble, Plum, Wild Privet, Horsechestnut, willows, etc., although elm is
not mentioned in their i st.

bh/ L5

[TeWy 73.211

When G. Turner discovered this moth in his trap in Burnley on the
=~ morning of 14 July 2025, he initially thought it going to be a fifth Dun -
_— bar of the day, but photographed it as noted it was slightly different to

the four he had already recorded that morning. However, when he

checked the photos later, he realised that he had actually trapped an

Angle-striped Sallow, the first in Lancashire since the end of the 19th

century. In fact, there was some doubt around the earlier specimens

labelled as caught in Lancashire when displayed by Mr Oldham at the

South London Entomological and Natural History Society meeting in

1895, but without indicating the precise location of their capture.

The moth is noted to be an occasional migrant which presumably was

the case with this 2025 record.

[Te Wy 73.217

Only reported from Lancashire once before, at 1952 in Freshfield.As the
~—~ moth was subsequently considered extinct in the county, it was quite a
. surprise when one was trapped by S.& C. Palmerin their garden trap at
Lightfoot Green on 30 June 2025.S. Palmerwas familiar with this elm-
feeding species from his Wiltshire days, noting t h atthas deen too
jumpy to try to open up the forewings to see the hindwings, but from
the underside with the wings folded in rest, the cilia can be seen to be a
pale greyish colour and not whitisho.

[Te Wl 73.279

J. Worthington recorded the larva of this largely lowland and frequently
~~ coastal species feeding on Common Hawkweed at AinsdaleNNR on 30
- July 2025.The larva has a broad white lateral stripe.It is known to feed
o On many plants of the Asteraceae family, although foodplants in
Lancashire have not previously been observed. Over the last twenty
years, there has been a decline in numbers of the species with reduced
records since its peak at the startof the 21st century. Other 2025 records
confirmed the moth to also occur at Lancaster, Torrisholme, Southport
and Euxton.
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